
 

 



 

 

 

Message from the Premier of Queensland 

Information is the currency of our modern age. We believe very strongly that Queensland 
Government data actually belongs to Queenslanders and that Queenslanders should be 
entitled to access that data. 

The Open Data initiative is a key part of my Government’s agenda to drive economic growth 
and create jobs for Queenslanders. Making as much of our government data as possible 
available to the public will spark innovation in the private sector, providing Queenslanders 
with opportunities to create solutions and deliver new and more effective services for our 
state. 

The inaugural 2013 Premier’s Awards for Open Data will reward web and app developers 
with the skills to harness publicly released data to drive relevant, real-life applications. 

I encourage you to enter this year’s Awards and participate in the Open Data revolution. 
This is an exciting step for Queensland. Together we can build ourselves a dynamic and 
rewarding future and ensure that Queensland remains a great state with great 
opportunities for all.  Good luck! 

 

Campbell Newman 

 

 



 

 

The awards 

The Premier’s Awards for Open Data is a program designed to recognise and celebrate the 

innovative use of publically released Queensland Government data to improve service 

delivery for Queenslanders. It is also underpinned by the government’s objective of the 

Open Data initiative to: 

 encourage people, companies, researchers and non-government 

organisations to develop innovative solutions to Queenslanders’ problems 

 help make government more transparent and accountable. 

The program promotes data visualisations, application development and other unique 

treatments of government open data.  

Nominations may only be entered into one of the following four categories; public 

transport, improved service delivery, growing and developing Queensland’s future and an 

open category. 

Award categories 

Public transport 

Concepts and initiatives entered in this category should be focussed on delivering real 

improvements to customer service or delivery by: 

- recognising and responding to the needs of commuters 

- delivering real-time options and information 

- empowering Queenslanders to make fully informed choices 

- improving efficiency for commuters, management or other stakeholders. 

Improved service delivery 

Concepts and initiatives entered in this category should use open data to improve the 

delivery services to Queenslanders by: 

- improving delivery of frontline services  

- cutting red or green tape to improve quality of life for Queenslanders 

- supporting and complementing existing government information and initiatives. 

  



 

 

Growing and developing Queensland’s future 

Concepts and initiatives entered in this category should use open data to deliver real 

economic opportunity to Queensland by: 

- responding to the changing priorities in Queensland 

- delivering efficiencies and outcomes that maximise long-term benefit for 

Queenslanders 

- promoting information which creates opportunities for Queensland and 

Queenslanders. 

Open  

Unique concepts and initiatives which cannot be submitted under the aforementioned 

topics should be entered in this category. These concepts will: 

- demonstrate out-of-the-box thinking 

- deliver a unique solution to a gap in the information market for Queenslanders 

- provide an opportunity to improve processes  

- increase productivity and useability of available information. 

Prizes 

One winner will be awarded for each category and receive a cash prize of $5000.  

 

Key dates 

Concept submissions entries open 1 August 2013 

TransLink Data Showcase 10 August 2013 

Open Data Mixer (networking event)  31 August 2013 

Concept submission deadline 22 September 2013 

Advice regarding concept endorsement to entrants 4 October 2013 

Resubmission concept deadline (if applicable) 11 October 2013 

Advice regarding concept endorsement to resubmissions 16 October 2013 

Award nomination deadline  31 October 2013 

Premier’s Awards for Open Data announcement early December 2013 

  



 

 

Judging of nominations 

Submissions will be reviewed by a panel of judges and evaluated using the criteria outlined 

below.  

Judges will endorse concepts and select finalists and winners using the following four 
criteria:   
 

1. Innovation and uniqueness   

 Is the idea novel and original?  

 Does a similar concept currently exist, either using the same or a different dataset?  

 Does the idea mash-up or remix more than one government dataset or other data 
categories such as social media or sensor network data?  

 
2. Quality   

 Is there real potential that the idea will yield social and or economic benefits for 
Queenslanders or Queensland industries?  

 Is the idea based on datasets that are currently available, or can reasonably be made 
available?  

 

3. Functionality and marketability 

 Has consideration been given for the manipulation of the data to be presented in a 
user-friendly format which will allow information to be accessed easily? 

 Have specific stakeholder groups or end users been identified to use the anticipated 
solution?  

 Could this idea have a wider application? For example, if an idea is locality based, could 
this be widened to other geographical locations? 

 Can the scale and scope of the anticipated idea be marketable?  

 

4. Ongoing viability 

 Does this idea have longevity in the market?  

 Has the technical feasibility of the idea been considered? 

 

In the event of entries being tied, the winner will be determined based on the video 
presentation submitted during final nomination.  



 

 

How to enter 

To submit a nomination for the awards, entrants must follow a two-part submission 

process. Firstly, a two-page concept submission is due 22 September 2013, which will be 

submitted for judges’ endorsement. Once approved, entrants will be invited to submit an 

awards nomination, which forms the team’s nomination for the awards. Award nominations 

are due 31 October 2013. 

 
Stage one: Concept submission 

The deadline for concept submission is 22 September 2013. This submission should include 
the completion of: 

 the Concept Submission Entry Form (maximum 500 words)  

 up to two additional pages of supporting documentation (including but not limited 
to flow charts, diagrams, pictures etc)   

 
Judges will then review concepts and ensure they are endorsed prior to the development of 

an award nomination. This will ensure concept submissions are both consistent with the 

terms and conditions and feasible for development.  

Unsuccessful concept submissions will be invited to resubmit, with feedback provided from 

the judges. 

Concept Submission Entry Forms together with supporting documentation should be 

completed and returned via: conceptsubmission@ogdc.onmicrosoft.com. 

Submissions should include in the subject line the team leader’s full name and the first word 

of the category, for example ‘John Smith – Public’. 

Should you have any enquiries regarding the awards, or your concept submission please 

email opendataawards@premiers.qld.gov.au. 

  



 

 

Stage two: Awards nomination 

Following endorsement from the judges, concept submissions will then be invited to further 

develop their ideas for entry as an awards nomination. There is no limitation to the 

technology entrants use to develop their concepts, and award nominations can be 

developed as a mobile or web application, data visualisation or other unique treatment of 

data. Similarly, the medium for development is also unrestricted. Nominations could be 

developed for use on web, PC, mobile or tablet. 

Award nominations will be required to submit the following: 

 maximum 90-second video demonstrating functionality, intention of use and future 

potential of the application, data visualisation (either working or desired). 

 

Entrants are welcome to also submit working prototypes (if available) for data applications 

and visualisations, however this is not compulsory.  

 

Further details including the awards nomination submission form will be supplied directly to 
Entrant’s on advice of their concept’s endorsement. Advice will be provided to entrants by 4 
October 2013.  
 

Finalists will be invited to participate at the Awards Ceremony to be held in early December.  

 

  



 

 

Concept Submission Entry Form  

Checklist for entrants 

1. Review the category descriptions and judging criteria  
To ensure your concept has the best chance of success, consider both the category 
and judging criteria before submission. 
 

2. Provide a summary 
Provide a name and a brief overview of your concept.  
 

3. Outline data to be used 
Outline the Queensland Government dataset you will require for the execution of 
your concept. Existing datasets can be found on the open data website 
www.data.qld.gov.au. If you would like to use data which has not yet been released, 
please outline your requirements in this section. You are also able to incorporate 
other datasets such as commercial data. These should be clearly identified.  
 

4. Provide contact details 
List all relevant contact details, and if submitting in a team, ensure you nominate a 
team leader as the point of contact for all correspondence regarding the awards. 
Only a team leader should complete the submission to avoid duplicate entries. 
 

5. Include references 
Ensure your submission includes any references to external sources or existing 
material which may be used in developing your concept.  This could include existing 
applications or data visualisations which manipulate different datasets.  

 
6. Review the competition terms and conditions 

Read and agree to the terms and conditions for further information. 
 

7. Complete and submit the Concept Submission Entry Form  
Complete the entry form in full and submit by midnight 22 September 2013.  
 

8. Prepare supporting documentation 
Teams are invited to include up to two additional pages of supporting 
documentation to demonstrate their concept. This could include, but would not be 
limited to flow charts, diagrams, pictures etc.    
 

 

  

http://www.data.qld.gov.au/


 

 

Concept Submission Entry Form  

Concept submissions are due 22 September 2013.  

Concept details 
Concept title: 
 
 
 

Concept summary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefits for Queensland: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data required: 
Queensland Government data: 
 
 
 
 
Other datasets required (if applicable):  
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 

References  

Entries are required to detail any reference material including existing applications or data visualisations, 

which manipulates different datasets.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Entrant (team leader) 
Entries can be submitted by teams however please nominate one person as the team leader for concept 
submission. 

Full name: 
 

Organisation (if applicable): 
 

Position (if applicable): 
 

Phone: 
 

Mobile: 
 

Email: 
 

Address: 
 

Other team members  (max 5) Please list team member names: 

Full name Email address 

  

  

  

  

Are any members of your team aged under 18 years: 
 Yes 
 No 

 
Please list relevant names of team members separating by comma: 
 
 
 
 
If selected as a finalist, entrants aged under 18 will be required to have permission from a parent or legal 
guardian who must sign these terms of conditions on behalf of the Entrant. 

 
  



 

 

Please tick 
 I have read, understood and agree to the award terms and conditions at: 
www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/terms-and-conditions-open-data-awards  

 I agree the concept name and summary can be published online and used in various marketing materials 
 including media statements and the event program for the 2013 Premier’s Awards for Open Data. 
 

 I have the consent of any fellow team members to submit this form on their behalf as the nominated 
 contact person. All fellow team members are responsible for reading the terms and conditions. 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 
(Signature of Entrant) 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 
Full name ( Please print) 

 

Privacy Statement 

DPC is collecting personal information for the purpose of promoting the open data revolution and conducting 

the Premier’s Awards for Open Data competition.  

The personal information will only be used as specified in the Terms and Conditions of the Awards and will not 

be disclosed or used for any other purpose without your consent, unless required or permitted by law.  

Documents in connection with the Awards may be subject to disclosure under the Right to Information Act 

2009, subject to the exemptions under that Act.  

A copy of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet’s Privacy Guide in relation to the treatment of personal 

information collected may be accessed at www.premiers.qld.gov.au/publications/categories/plans/dpc-

privacy-plan.aspx. 

  

http://www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/terms-and-conditions-open-data-awards
http://www.premiers.qld.gov.au/publications/categories/plans/dpc-privacy-plan.aspx
http://www.premiers.qld.gov.au/publications/categories/plans/dpc-privacy-plan.aspx


 

 

Terms and Conditions  

The State of Queensland through the Department of the Premier and Cabinet (DPC) is the promoter of the 
‘Premier’s Awards for Open Data’ (Awards).  

Entrants should read and will be deemed to accept the full Terms and Conditions detailed at: 

www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/terms-and-conditions-open-data-awards 

 

Summary: 

Entry Requirements 

1. The closing date for concept submissions is Sunday 22 September 2013.  
2. Stage two final nominations must be received by Thursday 31 October 2013. 
3. Entrants must also fully complete details on the Concept Submission Entry Form and submit it using 

the instructions listed on www.data.qld.gov.au. 
4. Entries can relate to either one of four categories: public transport, improved service delivery, 

growing and developing Queensland’s future, and an open category. 

Video Requirements (Stage Two) 

5. All persons appearing in the video must be at least 18 years or have permission from their parent or 
legal guardian for the video to be entered on these Terms and Conditions. 

6. On submitting a copy of the video, all copyright, trade mark, design, or other proprietary rights, in 
relation to the video and all content (including sound) in the video will vest in DPC.  

Prize and Judging 

7. Each category will be awarded one winner, receiving a cash prize of $5000. 

8. Finalists will be selected by a Panel during week commencing 4 November 2013. 

9. Winners of the Awards will be decided by the Panel and announced at the Premier’s Awards for Open 
Data (Awards Ceremony) in December 2013. 

10. The date and time for the Awards Ceremony will be published on the Open Data website, once 
confirmed. 

Disclosure and Publication 

11. DPC may use and disclose personal information about Entrants (including their name) and within their 
videos for any purpose of or in conjunction with: 

a. seeking further assurances as to the Entrant’s warranties (including where appropriate from a 
parent/legal guardian); 

b. evaluating the video; 

c. using it in association with Awards; and 

d. for winning Entrants, in promoting the Awards and the open data revolution as referred to in 
the ‘Premier’s Message’. 

12. Entries and videos will otherwise remain confidential unless, and until such time as, they are selected 
by the Panel as a winning entry. 

http://www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/terms-and-conditions-open-data-awards
http://www.data.qld.gov.au/

