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Table 14.1 Table for the Evaluation of Minor Skin Impairment (TEMSKI)  

Criteria 0% WPI 1% WPI 2% WPI 3 - 4% WPI 5 - 9% WPI* 

Description of the scar(s) 

and/or skin condition(s) 

(shape, texture, colour) 

Claimant is not conscious or is 

barely conscious of the scar(s) 
or skin condition

Good colour match with 
surrounding skin and the scar(s) 
or skin condition is barely 

distinguishable. Claimant is 
unable to easily locate the 
scar(s) or skin condition 

No trophic changes 

Any staple or suture marks are 
barely visible  

Claimant is conscious of the 

scar(s) or skin condition 

Some parts of the scar(s) or 
skin condition colour contrast 
with the surrounding skin as a 

result of pigmentary or other 
changes.

Claimant is able to locate the 
scar(s) or skin condition 

Minimal trophic changes 

Any staple or suture marks are 
visible 

Claimant is conscious of the 

scar(s) or skin condition 

Noticeable colour contrast of 
scar(s) or skin condition with 
surrounding skin as a result of 

pigmentary or other changes. 

Claimant is able to easily locate 
the scar(s) or skin condition 

Trophic changes evident to 

touch

Any staple or suture marks are 

clearly visible 

Claimant is conscious of the 

scar(s) or skin condition 

Easily identifiable colour contrast 
of scar(s) or skin condition with 
surrounding skin as a result of 

pigmentary or other changes.  

Claimant is able to easily locate 

the scar(s) or skin condition. 

Trophic changes evident to touch 

Any staple or suture marks are 
clearly visible 

Claimant is conscious of the scar(s) 

or skin condition 

Distinct colour contrast of scar(s) of 
skin condition with surrounding skin 
as a result of pigmentary or other 

changes

Claimant is able to easily locate the 
scar(s) or skin condition 

Trophic changes are visible 

Any staple or suture marks are 
clearly visible 

Location Anatomic location of the scar(s) 

or skin condition
not clearly visible with usual 
clothing/hairstyle 

Anatomic location of the scar(s) 

or skin condition
is not usually visible with usual 
clothing/hairstyle. 

Anatomic location of the scar(s) 

or skin condition
is usually visible with usual 
clothing/hairstyle. 

Anatomic location of the scar(s) 

or skin condition
is visible with usual 
clothing/hairstyle. 

Anatomic location of the scar(s) or 

skin condition is usually and clearly 
visible with usual clothing/hairstyle 

Contour No contour defect Minor contour defect Contour defect visible Contour defect easily visible Contour defect easily visible 

ADL / Treatment No effect on any ADL. 

No treatment, or intermittent 
treatment only, required 

Negligible effect on any ADL. 

No treatment, or intermittent 
treatment only, required 

Minor limitation in the 

performance of few ADL. 

No treatment, or intermittent 
treatment only, required 

Minor limitation in the 

performance of few ADL AND
exposure to chemical or physical 
agents (for example, sunlight, 

heat, cold etc.) 
may temporarily increase 
limitation.

No treatment, or intermittent 
treatment only, required 

Limitation in the performance of few 

ADL (INCLUDING restriction in 
grooming or dressing) AND
exposure to chemical or physical 

agents (for example, sunlight, heat, 
cold etc.) may temporarily increase 
limitation or restriction. 

No treatment, or intermittent 
treatment only, required

Adherence to underlying 
structures 

No adherence  No adherence  No adherence  Some adherence Some adherence 

This table uses the principle of ‘best fit’.  You should assess the impairment to the whole skin system against each criteria and then determine which impairment category best fits (or 
describes) the impairment.  A skin impairment will usually meet most, but does not need to meet all, criteria to ‘best fit’ a particular impairment category.  



8 November 2013] QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT GAZETTE No. 52 377

G
ui

de
lin

es
 fo

r E
va

lu
at

io
n 

of
 P

er
m

an
en

t I
m

pa
irm

en
t 

P
a

g
e
 6

9
 o

f 
7
0

  

 1
6
 D

ig
e
s

ti
v

e
 s

y
s

te
m

 
 A

M
A

5
 
C

h
a
p

te
r 

6
 
a
p

p
li
e

s
 
to

 
th

e
 m

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t 
im

p
a
ir

m
e
n

t 
o

f 
th

e
 

d
ig

e
s
ti

v
e

 s
y

s
te

m
. 

 1
6

.1
  

 
T

h
e

 d
ig

e
s
ti
v
e

 s
y
s
te

m
 i
s
 d

is
c
u

s
s
e

d
 i

n
 A

M
A

5
 C

h
a

p
te

r 
6

 (
p

p
 1

1
7

-1
4

2
).

T
h

is
 C

h
a

p
te

r 
c
a

n
 

b
e

 u
s
e

d
 t

o
 a

s
s
e

s
s
 p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t 
im

p
a

ir
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
th

e
 d

ig
e

s
ti
v
e
 s

y
s
te

m
. 

 

 1
6

.2
 

A
M

A
5

, 
p

 1
3

6
: 

S
e

c
ti

o
n

 6
.6

 H
e

rn
ia

s
. 

O
c
c
a

s
io

n
a

lly
 i
n

 r
e

g
a

rd
 t

o
 i
n

g
u

in
a

l 
h

e
rn

ia
s
 t

h
e

re
 i
s
 

d
a

m
a

g
e

 
to

 
th

e
 
ili

o
 
in

g
u
in

a
l 

n
e

rv
e
 
fo

llo
w

in
g

 
s
u

rg
ic

a
l 

re
p

a
ir

. 
W

h
e

re
 
th

e
re

 
is

 
lo

s
s
 
o

f 
s
e

n
s
a

ti
o

n
 
in

 
th

e
 
d

is
tr

ib
u

ti
o

n
 
o

f 
th

e
 
ili

o
 
in

g
u
in

a
l 

n
e

rv
e

 
in

v
o

lv
in

g
 
th

e
 
u

p
p

e
r 

a
n

te
ri

o
r 

m
e

d
ia

l 
a

s
p

e
c
t 

o
f 

th
e

 t
h

ig
h

, 
a

 1
%

 W
P

I 
s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

s
s
e

s
s
e

d
. 

 
 1

6
.3

 
W

h
e

re
, 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 
re

p
a

ir
, 

th
e

re
 
is

 
s
e

v
e

re
 
d

y
s
a

e
s
th

e
s
ia

 
in

 
th

e
 
d

is
tr

ib
u

ti
o

n
 
o

f 
th

e
 
ili

o
 

in
g

u
in

a
l 
n

e
rv

e
, 

a
 2

%
 W

P
I 

s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

s
s
e

s
s
e

d
. 

 1
6

.4
 

W
h

e
re

, 
fo

llo
w

in
g

 r
e

p
a

ir
 o

f 
a

 h
e

rn
ia

 o
f 

th
e

 a
b

d
o

m
in

a
l 

w
a

ll,
 t

h
e

re
 i

s
 r

e
s
id

u
a

l 
p

e
rs

is
te

n
t 

e
x
c
e

s
s
iv

e
 i

n
d

u
ra

ti
o

n
 a

t 
th

e
 s

it
e

, 
w

h
ic

h
 i

s
 a

s
s
o

c
ia

te
d

 w
it
h

 s
ig

n
if
ic

a
n

t 
d

is
c
o

m
fo

rt
, 

th
is

 
s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

s
s
e

s
s
e

d
 a

s
 a

 C
la

s
s
 1

 h
e

rn
ia

ti
o

n
 (

T
a

b
le

 6
-9

, 
p

 1
3

6
, 

A
M

A
5

).
 

 1
6

.5
  

 
Im

p
a

ir
m

e
n

ts
 
d

u
e

 
to

 
n

e
rv

e
 
in

ju
ry

 
a

n
d

 
in

d
u

ra
ti
o

n
 
c
a

n
 
n

o
t 

b
e

 
c
o

m
b

in
e

d
. 

T
h

e
 
h

ig
h

e
r 

im
p

a
ir

m
e

n
t 

s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 c

h
o

s
e

n
. 

  1
6

.6
 

A
 p

e
rs

o
n

 w
h

o
 h

a
s
 s

u
ff

e
re

d
 m

o
re

 t
h

a
n

 o
n

e
 w

o
rk

 r
e

la
te

d
 h

e
rn

ia
 r

e
c
u

rr
e

n
c
e

 a
n

d
 w

h
o

 
n

o
w

 
h

a
s
 
lim

it
a

ti
o

n
 
o

f 
A

D
L

�s
 
(e

.g
. 

lif
ti
n

g
) 

s
h

o
u

ld
 
b

e
 
a

s
s
e

s
s
e

d
 
a

s
 
h

e
rn

ia
ti
o

n
 
C

la
s
s
 
1

 
(T

a
b

le
 6

-9
, 

p
 1

3
6

, 
A

M
A

5
).

 
  

G
ui

de
lin

es
 fo

r E
va

lu
at

io
n 

of
 P

er
m

an
en

t I
m

pa
irm

en
t 

P
a
g
e
 7

0
 o

f 
7
0

  

 E
v
a
lu

a
ti

o
n

 o
f 

p
e
rm

a
n

e
n

t 
im

p
a
ir

m
e
n

t 
a
ri

s
in

g
 f

ro
m

 c
h

ro
n

ic
 

p
a
in

 
 F

o
llo

w
in

g
 

c
o

n
s
u

lt
a

ti
o

n
 

w
it
h

 
P

ro
fe

s
s
o

r 
M

ic
h

a
e

l 
C

o
u

s
in

s
 

a
n

d
 

D
o

c
to

r 
M

ik
e

 
N

ic
h

o
la

s
 

o
f 

th
e

 
U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
S

y
d

n
e

y
 P

a
in

 M
a

n
a

g
e

m
e

n
t 

a
n

d
 R

e
s
e

a
rc

h
 C

e
n

tr
e

, 
th

e
 A

M
A

5
 C

h
a

p
te

r 
d

e
v
o

te
d

 t
o

 
a

s
s
e

s
s
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
c
h

ro
n

ic
 p

a
in

 i
s
 t

o
 b

e
 d

is
re

g
a

rd
e

d
 f

o
r 

th
e

 p
u

rp
o

s
e

s
 o

f 
th

is
 G

u
id

e
. 

 T
h

e
 r

e
a

s
o

n
s
 f

o
r 

th
is

 a
re

: 
 

� 
th

e
 C

h
a

p
te

r 
d

o
e

s
 n

o
t 

c
o

n
ta

in
 v

a
lid

a
te

d
 i

n
s
tr

u
m

e
n

ts
 t

h
a

t 
c
o
n

v
e

rt
 t

h
e

 r
a

ti
n

g
 g

iv
e

n
 

b
y
 a

n
 e

x
a

m
in

e
r 

in
to

 a
 w

h
o

le
 b

o
d

y
 i
m

p
a

ir
m

e
n

t 
ra

ti
n

g
. 

� 
n

o
 w

o
rk

 h
a

s
 b

e
e

n
 d

o
n

e
 a

t 
th

is
 t

im
e

 t
o

 e
n

a
b

le
 s

u
c
h

 c
o

n
v
e

rs
io

n
 t

o
 o

c
c
u

r.
 

� 
m

e
a

s
u

ri
n

g
 i
m

p
a

ir
m

e
n

t 
fo

r 
th

is
 c

o
n

d
it
io

n
 i
s
 c

o
m

p
le

x
 a

n
d

 r
e

q
u

ir
e

s
 a

 h
ig

h
 d

e
g

re
e

 o
f 

s
p

e
c
ia

lis
e

d
 k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 a

n
d

 e
x
p

e
ri

e
n

c
e

. 
T

h
is

 l
e

v
e

l 
o

f 
k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 a
n

d
 e

x
p

e
ri

e
n

c
e

 
is

 n
o

t 
w

id
e

s
p

re
a

d
 a

n
d

 i
t 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 d
if
fi
c
u

lt
 t

o
 e

n
s
u

re
 c

o
n

s
is

te
n

c
y
 a

n
d

 e
q

u
it
y
 i
n

 t
h

e
 

a
s
s
e

s
s
m

e
n

t 
p

ro
c
e

s
s
. 

 Im
p

a
ir

m
e

n
t 

ra
ti
n

g
s
 i

n
 t

h
is

 G
u

id
e

 a
tt

e
m

p
t 

to
 a

c
c
o

u
n

t 
fo

r 
th

e
 p

a
in

 c
o

m
m

o
n

ly
 a

s
s
o

c
ia

te
d

 w
it
h

 
m

a
n

y
 d

is
o

rd
e

rs
 a

n
d

 o
th

e
rs

, 
s
u

c
h

 a
s
 c

o
m

p
le

x
 r

e
g

io
n

a
l 
p

a
in

 s
y
n

d
ro

m
e

, 
a

re
 s

p
e

c
if
ic

a
lly

 i
n

c
lu

d
e

d
 

in
 t

h
e

 G
u
id

e
. 

It
 i
s
 r

e
c
o

g
n
is

e
d

 i
n

 A
M

A
5

 t
h

a
t 

c
h

ro
n

ic
 p

a
in

 i
s
 n

o
t 

a
d

e
q

u
a

te
ly

 a
c
c
o

u
n

te
d

 f
o
r 

in
 t

h
e

 
o

th
e

r 
C

h
a

p
te

rs
. 

H
o

w
e

v
e

r,
 

w
o

rk
 

o
n

 
a

 
b

e
tt

e
r 

m
e

th
o

d
 

is
 

s
ti
ll 

in
 

p
ro

g
re

s
s
 

a
n

d
 

it
 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e
 

p
re

m
a

tu
re

 t
o

 s
p

e
c
if
y
 a

n
 a

lt
e

rn
a

ti
v
e

 a
t 

p
re

s
e

n
t.

 
 W

o
rk

 
is

 
b

e
in

g
 
u

n
d

e
rt

a
k
e

n
 
b

y
 
th

e
 
U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 
o

f 
S

y
d

n
e

y
 
P

a
in

 
M

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t 
a

n
d

 
R

e
s
e

a
rc

h
 

C
e

n
tr

e
 t

h
a

t 
w

ill
 e

n
a

b
le

 s
u

c
h

 a
 c

h
a

p
te

r 
to

 b
e

 w
ri
tt

e
n

 i
n

 t
h

e
 f

u
tu

re
. 

 A
s
 w

it
h

 a
ll 

la
rg

e
ly

 s
u

b
je

c
ti
v
e

 c
o

m
p

la
in

ts
 i

n
 c

o
m

p
e

n
s
a

ti
o

n
 s

y
s
te

m
s
, 

th
e

re
 i

s
 a

 c
o

n
c
e

rn
 t

h
a

t 
m

o
n

e
ta

ry
 c

o
m

p
e

n
s
a

ti
o

n
 f

o
r 

n
o

n
-s

p
e

c
if
ic

 c
o

n
d

it
io

n
s
 s

u
c
h

 a
s
 c

h
ro

n
ic

 p
a

in
 c

a
n

 i
n

 s
o
m

e
 c

a
s
e

s
 

c
o

m
p

lic
a

te
 

th
e

 
re

s
to

ra
ti
v
e

 
a

n
d

 
re

h
a

b
ili

ta
ti
v
e

 
e

ff
o

rt
s
 

o
f 

th
e

 
w

o
rk

e
r 

a
n

d
 

h
is

 
o

r 
h

e
r 

h
e

a
lt
h

 
a

d
v
is

e
rs

. 
H

e
n

c
e

 t
h

e
 n

e
e

d
 f

o
r 

fu
rt

h
e

r 
in

v
e

s
ti
g

a
ti
o

n
 t

o
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
 a

 b
e

tt
e

r 
a

n
d

 f
a

ir
e

r 
s
y
s
te

m
 t

h
a

t 
re

c
o

g
n

is
e

s
 t

h
e

 d
if
fi
c
u

lt
ie

s
 a

s
s
o

c
ia

te
d

 w
it
h

 t
h

e
s
e

 c
o

n
d

it
io

n
s
 w

h
ile

, 
a

t 
th

e
 s

a
m

e
 t

im
e

, 
p

ro
m

o
ti
n

g
 

e
ff

e
c
ti
v
e

 r
e

h
a

b
ili

ta
ti
o

n
. 

 W
h

e
n

 
th

e
 
w

o
rk

 
is

 
c
o

m
p

le
te

d
, 

it
 
m

a
y
 
b

e
 
p

o
s
s
ib

le
 
to

 
in

tr
o

d
u

c
e

 
a

s
s
e

s
s
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t 
im

p
a

ir
m

e
n

t 
a

ri
s
in

g
 f

ro
m

 c
h

ro
n

ic
 p

a
in

. 
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