
 

 

 

Safer Buildings: understanding the combustible cladding legislation 

 

The Queensland Government recently amended legislation relating to cladding and, in 
particular, requirements for certain buildings to be assessed for potentially combustible 
cladding. 

To assist bodies corporate in understanding the new legislative requirements, the Office of 
the Commissioner for Body Corporate and Community Management (BCCM) and the 
Queensland Building and Construction Commission (QBCC) have prepared this information. 
Please note that neither the BCCM nor the QBCC can provide legal advice.  

Some buildings in Queensland have been constructed using cladding as an attachment to 
external walls. Some cladding products contain combustible materials and, when used on 
certain buildings, may present a heightened fire risk. 

The Queensland Government established the Non-Conforming Building Products Audit 
Taskforce on 30 June 2017 in response the Grenfell Tower fire in the United Kingdom 

The taskforce combined the expertise of the Department of Housing and Public Works 
(HPW), Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) and the QBCC to investigate and 
audit the extent of the problem and determine possible solutions.  

The taskforce estimated about 12,000 privately-owned buildings would require further 
assessment to determine if unsafe cladding had been used.  

The QBCC has taken steps to reach out to owners of buildings who may have a building that 
meets these criteria and needs to be assessed. Not receiving a letter does not exempt an 
individual lot owner from the requirements. 

Lot owners are encouraged to engage with their body corporate committee or body 
corporate manager to clarify whether their building has been registered and assessed. 

To find out if a building owner is required to complete the online assessment, watch this 
video. 

Most buildings won’t need any work done but the illustration below can assist in determining 
which types of buildings should be registered and assessed:  

 

https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/sl-2018-0110
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucYWjFDcL4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucYWjFDcL4s


 

 

 

 

What to do if you need to assess your building 

While the Safer Buildings initiative comprises a three-part checklist, most buildings will only 
need to complete Part 1.  

Part 1 requires the person completing the checklist to visit www.saferbuildings.qld.gov.au 
and register the building, answering four simple questions about the building’s age, size, use 
and the materials on its exterior. Part 1 must be completed by the building owner before 29 
March 2019. 

Once completed, the checklist will inform if there is a requirement to continue on to Parts 2 
and 3, which require the advice of a building industry professional or fire engineer.  

If a building meets the criteria above and the building owner has not completed Part 1 of the 
checklist before 29 March 2019, penalties may apply. 

The body corporate is the “building owner” for a community titles scheme. This means that 
the body corporate needs to make a decision about completing the Part 1 checklist, 
including who will complete the checklist. 

The role of a body corporate 

In general, body corporate committees can make decisions if: 

 it is not a restricted issue of the committee; and 

 the costs are within the committee’s spending limit; and  

 there is adequate provision in the budget. 

If there is no cost to the body corporate to complete the checklist, the body corporate 
committee may make a decision on how the checklist is completed and nominate a 
committee member to physically register the body corporate and complete the checklist. It 
would be prudent for that committee member to upload a copy of the committee resolution 
with the statutory declaration requested by the QBCC website.  

Committee members who may be in this situation may wish to seek their own independent 
legal advice, as neither the BCCM nor the QBCC is able to discuss the “pros and cons” of 
such a course of action. 

If the body corporate decides to engage a body corporate manager or other agent to 
complete the checklist 

The body corporate may decide to engage an agent to complete the checklist on behalf of 
the body corporate. A typical example would be a body corporate deciding its body corporate 
manager should be authorised to complete the checklist. 

Body corporate managers are contracted by bodies corporate to undertake administrative 
roles on behalf of the body corporate. There is no legislative requirement for a body 
corporate to engage a body corporate manager, although it is commonplace in Queensland 
for bodies corporate to have contracted a manager. The BCCM does not regulate body 
corporate managers or maintain a register of managers. 

Where a body corporate has an existing engagement with a body corporate manager, the 
manager may act on behalf of the body corporate to complete the checklist after uploading 
Proof of Agency to the Safer Buildings website.  

The same decision-making provisions apply as outlined above.  

http://www.saferbuildings.qld.gov.au/
https://www.saferbuildings.qld.gov.au/help/resources


 

 

 

If there is going to be a cost to the body corporate which is over the committee spending limit 
or not budgeted for, the body corporate will be required to pass a motion by ordinary 
resolution at a general meeting. An ordinary resolution will also be required if the agent 
(other than a body corporate manager already engaged) is engaged for a period of more 
than 12 months as a service contractor. 

For further information about body corporate managers, Strata Community Association (Qld) 
(SCA (QLD)) is a not-for-profit representative of body corporate managers in Queensland 
and can be contacted at 3839 3011 or admin.qld@strata.community. 

For more information about how the legislation may affect you, phone the QBCC on 139 333 
or visit www.saferbuildings.qld.gov.au. 

If you need information on body corporate decision-making, call the Information and 
Community Education Unit at the BCCM on 1800 060 119 or visit the website 
www.qld.gov.au/bodycorporate.  
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