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Issue 2: February 2014 

 

Welcome to 2014. On behalf of the 
Department of Justice and Attorney-
General and Justices of the Peace 
Branch (JP Branch), I hope you had a 
restful Christmas and New Year period 
and enjoy a prosperous 2014. 
 
Building on a busy 2013, the JP Branch 
will continue to deliver seminars and 
workshops on various topics across 
Queensland. We will also continue to 

review and improve our business operations to provide better support to 
registered Justices of the Peace and Commissioners for Declarations.  
 
One significant initiative to be released in the first quarter of the year will be 
the review of both handbooks, which are currently being updated by a 
working party. Further information will be forthcoming in the next JP Bulletin. 
 
Please ensure that you advise the JP Branch of any changes to your contact 
details and also if you would like to participate as a volunteer in the JPs in the 
Community Program at one of the existing locations. This year, there will be a 
focus by JP Branch on promoting the program and expanding existing 
services where identified. Being part of this program is a great way to keep 
your skills up to date and provide your local community with a regular and 
valuable service. 
 
Damien Mealey,  
Registrar and Manager,  
Justices of the Peace Branch,  
Department of Justice and Attorney-General 
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Alerts and Information 
 

Read the latest alerts and information JPs and 
C.decs need to know 

New version of Justices 
Examination Order (JEO) 

 
The Director of Mental Health advises that the 
JEO has been updated. 
 
Version 6, December 2013, of the JEO now 
instructs that “the order and a copy of the 
application documents” (meaning the original 

order) be sent to the Administrator, authorised mental health service where previously 
Version 5 stated a ‘copy’ of the order be sent. 
 
If you are holding any blank forms of Version 5, please destroy and replace with Version 6.  
However, if you are presented with Version 5 you may proceed with witnessing until advised 
otherwise by the Director of Mental Health. 
 
 
 

Update your details 
If your contact details change, don't forget to let 
us know. You can update your details online or 
call us on 1300 301 147 
 
 

https://secured.justice.qld.gov.au/justice-services/justices-of-the-peace/jps-change-of-details
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JP Advisory Council and Information 

 

 
The JP Advisory council, from left to right: 
Mr Jacob Hannan (No longer a member) 
Mr Brian O’Grady, North Brisbane 
Mr Roger Fewster, Sunshine Coast 
Mr Damien Mealey, Registrar, (Chair) 
Mr Bernard Burke, Brisbane 
Mr Errol Neale, President, Association of 
Justices of the Peace and Commissioners 
for Declarations (FNQ) 
Ms Susie Warrington, Senior Registrar, 
Townsville Magistrates Court 
Mr Bob Pilkington, Vice President, 
Queensland Justices Association 
Mr Rody Costigan, Toowoomba 
  
 

The JP Advisory Council will continue to meet on a bi-monthly basis during 
2014 and will focus on developing initiatives to improve the JP system in 
Queensland. We are often asked at various functions how people can 
become a member of the Advisory Council or how a submission can be put 
before the Advisory Council for consideration.  
 
The current 13 members of the Council were chosen and approved by the 
Minister for Justice and Attorney-General. Whilst the Advisory Council 
generates its own agenda, there is every opportunity for registered Justices of 
the Peace or Commissioners for Declarations to send a submission directly to 
the JP Branch which, if relevant, will be presented to the Council for its 
consideration. 
 
The JP Advisory Council is primarily appointed to advise the Minister in the 
administration of the Justices of the Peace and Commissioners for 
Declarations Act 1991. To date the Council has reviewed and updated the 
Code of Conduct for Justices of the Peace and Commissioners for 
Declarations, the Principles of Operation for volunteers participating in the 
JPs in the Community Program and is currently considering a Service Level 
Agreement for the volunteer program with the goal of improving conditions 
and support to existing community sites or future sites.  
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JP Branch Professional Development 

Last year was a busy one for the JP Branch Professional Development team. 
The JP Branch is now focusing on providing professional development 
opportunities to existing JPs and C.decs, at no cost to the attendees. 

The JP Branch offers two main types of professional development in the form 
of state electorate-based seminars and smaller, topic-specific workshops.  

Since the beginning of 2013, the JP Branch has facilitated 26 electorate-
based seminars at the request of various State Members of Parliament. 
These electorate- based seminars are by invitation only, for those living in the 
electorate of the relevant state member. Working in conjunction with the state 
members and their electorate office staff, the JP Branch presented seminars 
to more than 3,000 attendees. 

 

A tasty way of saying thank you from Miss Verity Barton, Member for Broadwater, to the JPs 
in her electorate at a seminar she hosted late last year. 

Topic-specific workshops, facilitated by the JP Branch, are usually held at our 
South Brisbane office; however, with the appointment of our Townsville-based 
Training and Support Officer in February 2013, workshops are now being 
presented in numerous locations across North Queensland.  

The JP Branch hosts a range of guest speakers from relevant agencies, 
including Queensland Police Service, Office of the Adult Guardian, Land 
Titles Office and Queensland Health. Existing JPs and C.decs have the 
opportunity to refresh their knowledge and gain new skills in a range of 
documents and areas such as: 
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 Search Warrants  

 Land Title documents  

 General Powers of Attorney, Enduring Powers of Attorney and Advanced 
Health Directives  

 Justice Examination Orders  

 Attending Records of Interview  

 Dealing with Difficult Behaviours – Customer Service Delivery. 

The JP Branch is currently planning its 2014 Professional Development 
calendar. Visit our website in February to see the list of 2014 events. 

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/law/legal-mediation-and-justice-of-the-peace/jp-and-cdec-information/professional-development
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Meet Adeline Phelan  
Providing Training and Support to FNQ 
 

My story began with the JP family 
in 1997 when I started working for 
the Charters Towers Magistrates 
Court and was made a C.dec by 
virtue of office. Sitting the then 
“open book” exam, I became a JP 
(Qual) in 2001.  
 
During the next 12 years I lived 
the motto that “practice makes 
perfect” while I performed the 
numerous and varied functions 
asked of a JP in a small 
community.  

 
February 2013 presented a wonderful opportunity for me, when I accepted 
the position of Acting Community Training and Support Officer with the 
Justices of the Peace Branch in Brisbane. Registrar and Manager, Damien 
Mealey, was very supportive of the idea to have a representative in North 
Queensland to provide a voice and access to a trainer to deliver Professional 
Development to the thousands of JPs situated in North Queensland. And so 
began my year—2013: the Year of the JP trainer! 
 
Workshops started in March with Cairns and district receiving eight 
workshops focused on developing skills and competence in performing the 
duties of a JP and C.dec. The structure of all these workshops is uniform 
throughout the state and specialised guest speakers are sourced from their 
area of expertise. Townsville was no exception to this rule with 24 workshops 
being delivered between May and October 2013. Our only cancellation was 
due to a major event (yes, Queensland winning their 9th in a row)—the call of 
State of Origin proved too strong for even a dedicated JP!  
 
The continued support and respect by all stakeholders who use the services 
of a JP has been overwhelming.  
 
A total of 50 workshops have been delivered from Cooktown to Sarina, 
delivered by various agencies and incorporating topics such as: 
 

 Witnessing Family Law Documents—Federal Magistrates Court 

 Witnessing Enduring Power of Attorney—Office of Adult Guardian 

 Issuing Justices Examination Orders—Queensland Mental Health 

 Witnessing Land Title Documents—Department of Natural Resources 
and Mines 
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 Issuing summons—Peace and Good Behaviour—Registrar, Townsville 
Magistrates Court 

 Search Warrants—Queensland Police Service  

 Mediation and Dealing with Difficult Clients—Dispute Resolutions 
Centre  

 General Witnessing and Code of Conduct—Justices of the Peace 
Branch. 

 
Western Queensland was not forgotten with the initiative to deliver training to 
JPs in remote Queensland via video link. This was a resounding success, 
with Cloncurry JPs participating in two PD workshops. A Saturday workshop 
in Charters Towers was well supported by local JPs keen to develop their 
knowledge. 
 
A significant milestone was achieved in late 2013 with the establishment of a 
JP signing site for patients at the Townsville General Hospital. This service 
was recognised and gratefully acknowledged by the member for 
Mundingburra, the Hon David Crisafulli Minister for Local Government, 
Community Recovery and Resilience.  

 

The Honourable Jarrod Bleijie MP, Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, addressing 
attendees at the Mundingburra, Thuringowa and Townsville electorates seminar 

While the continued high standard of service to the public has been promoted 
through Professional Development workshops, the mentoring program has 
offered hands-on guidance and support by experienced JPs and to those new 
JPs wishing to expand their confidence and knowledge. From informal cups 
of coffee to sharing of stories and experiences at workshops, we have all 
grown to be skilled JPs who are proud to offer a volunteer JP service to our 
communities.  
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JPs in the Community 
 

  
Mark Oats, Registrar of Tully Courthouse with Ross Raiti, a JPs in the Community volunteer. 

 
The JP Branch welcomes two new signing sites to the JPs in the Community 
program: The Ramada Hotel in Port Douglas and Merthyr Village Shopping 
Centre in New Farm, Brisbane.  
 
This year will see the implementation of a branding to the JPs in the 
Community program. This will include transition to the Government’s updated 
corporate identity, standardising signage at the sites and a new design for 
volunteers’ shirts.  
 
Since the last JP Bulletin the JPs in the Community program has recruited a 
great number of new volunteers throughout the state. Every site in 
Queensland is open for new volunteers as the program is designed to cater to 
all categories of JP and C.dec. Whether you are newly appointed or have 
been around for a while and want to get back into the game, all sites are 
equipped with experienced JPs to help you hone your knowledge and skills. 
 
All sites would welcome expressions of interest from prospective volunteers, 
while the following sites have been specifically identified: 
 

 Stockland Gladstone 

 Ramada Hotel, Port Douglas 

 Deception Bay Shopping Centre 

 Narangba Library 

 Kallangur Library 
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 Mount Gravatt Plaza 

 Beerwah Library 

 Lions Club Bribie Island Community Centre 

 Atherton Courthouse 

 Tully Courthouse 

 Runaway Bay Shopping Centre (Thursday, 3:00pm-6:00pm)  

 Brisbane Myer Centre 

 Gatton Library (proposed site - Monday, 10:00am-12:00 noon & 
Saturday, 9:00am-10:00am) 

 Laidley Library (proposed site - Wednesday, 1:30pm-3:30pm & 
Saturday, 9:00am-10:00am) 

 Redcliffe Library (proposed site - one session from Monday - 
Thursday, 11:00am-2:00pm TBC)  

 Chinchilla Courthouse (proposed site) 

 JP Branch, South Brisbane. 
 
For further information on these sites visit our website. To express your 
interest in volunteering contact the Community Engagement Team 
(jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au) or call Greg Thompson on (07) 3013 
5455 or Brendon Balogh on (07) 3013 5456.  
 
JPs in the Community Professional Development 

 
As part of the revitalisation of the JPs in the Community program, the 
Community Engagement team will be conducting professional development 
workshops tailored for JPs in the Community volunteers throughout the state. 
 
If your JPs in the Community site is interested please email 
jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au the Community Engagement team. 
 
International Volunteers Day  
 
International Volunteers Day is celebrated on 5 December each year and 
marks an important day on the JP Branch calendar. Whilst in Townsville, the 
JP Branch was invited to join the Townsville Magistrates Court to celebrate 
and show appreciation to all the volunteers at the courthouse. These included 
JP, Court Network and Court Support volunteers.  
 
The courthouse provided morning tea and volunteers were presented with 
awards of appreciation which were presented by Magistrate Howard Osborne. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who participate at our signing sites throughout 
Queensland. 

https://www.qld.gov.au/law/legal-mediation-and-justice-of-the-peace/jp-and-cdec-information/volunteer-your-jp-or-cdec-services
mailto:jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au
mailto:jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au
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JP Branch mentoring program 
 

The JP Branch 
Mentoring Program has 
been running for nearly 
five years. It provides 
newly appointed 
Justices of the Peace 
and Commissioners for 
Declarations, or those 
simply wanting a 
refresher, the 
opportunity to work with 
an experienced JP to 
further develop their 
skills and knowledge. 
 

 
In 2013 the JP Branch redeveloped this program, reviewing previous 
initiatives and drawing on feedback from current participants, to provide a 
more streamlined program to be implemented across the state. Our 
mentoring team has been conducting workshops, giving guidance and a more 
structured framework to mentors, to ensure those participating in the program 
are adopting a consistent approach. 
 
More than 200 people joined the mentoring program in 2013 and 10 
mentoring workshops were conducted across Queensland, from Townsville to 
the Gold Coast.  
 
The JP Branch is excited about plans for the program in 2014. We will be 
conducting more workshops all across Queensland to make sure we are 
giving mentors our full support and bringing a consistent approach to the 
program statewide. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a mentor or being mentored, and would like 
to participate in the JPs in the Community Program, please contact our Craig 
Moffat on (07) 3013 5458 or via email jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au
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JP under the magnifying glass  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Profile – Steven Blinkhorn  
JP(Qualified) and Deputy Chairperson of the JP Advisory 
Council  
 
How long have you been a JP/C.dec  
 
I have been a JP for 16 years (appointed 1997).   
 
Why did you become a JP? 
 
I initially became a JP because of work requirements. These requirements 
were mainly related to witnessing documents, primarily statutory declarations, 
and certifying copies of documents. To broaden the range of matters dealt 
with, I registered with the local police station and then, in 2003, became 
involved in the JPs in the Community program.   
 
What do you enjoy about being a JP? 
 
Being a JP gives me an opportunity to give something back to the community 
and, as I enter retirement, it gives me commitment and focus. I very much 
enjoy assisting individuals with those matters requiring the services of a JP or 
C.dec. In particular, I derive a great deal of pleasure in assisting the elderly 
who often struggle to understand the greatly changing world in which they 
live. 
 
Service as a JP or C.dec is never boring. One continually meets interesting 
individuals with many varied and sometimes complex issues, and works 
alongside other dedicated JPs/C.decs. You learn from both and become a 
better JP or C.dec as a result. 
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How often do you volunteer in the community? What is you role in the 
JPs in the Community program? 
 
I generally volunteer three to four times each month at a local shopping 
centre (Great Western Super Centre, Keperra). I am also the Group 
Coordinator for the group of volunteers who work at the centre. This involves 
some basic administration (e.g. compiling monthly rosters) and 
communication with volunteers, centre management and the JP Branch.  
 
What is your role with the JP Advisory Council and what do you enjoy 
about your role? 
 
Earlier this year I was asked to become a member of the JP Advisory Council 
and have accepted the position of Deputy Chair. In this capacity I have direct 
input into those matters that affect us as JPs/C.decs. However, for me and 
the other Council members to be effective, we need to be kept informed by 
you about those matters that are important to you as a JP or C.dec. 
 
What do you wish other people knew about the Justices of the Peace? 
 
Appointment as a JP or C.dec brings with it an obligation to serve the 
community. To do this effectively it is important that JPs/C.decs remain well-
informed about their statutory obligations and how these are best fulfilled in 
different circumstances. For these reasons I am a strong advocate for 
continuing professional development and fixed term appointments for 
JPs/C.decs. 
 
Tell us something we don't know about you. 
 
I started my working life as a teacher, spent 24 years in the Australian Army 
and the last 16 years in various management roles.  
 
Any parting words? 
 
I believe that the role of a JP or C.dec is an important and worthwhile 
community service and would encourage you to become involved in the JPs 
in the Community program if you are not already involved.   
 


