
 

Issue 13 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Welcome to the last edition of the JP Bulletin for 2016. 
I would like to start off by saying thank you for your 
dedication and hard work throughout the year. Yours 
is an extremely important role which the Queensland 
community, as a whole, relies on for many aspects of 
their life. 
 
We are aware that witnessing Land Registry forms 
can cause concern among some of our colleagues. To 
help clarify, in this issue we have explained some 
points around evidence of entitlement. I hope you find 
it informative. 
 
JP Branch also recognises the important role JPs and 
Cdecs have when witnessing documents under the 
Domestic and Family Violence Act 2012 and the 
Domestic and Family Violence Rules 2014. In this 
issue, we explain what you should do when presented 
with an affidavit under this Act and Rules.  
 
I hope you gain some further insights and knowledge 
from this issue that you can use while you are 
witnessing for your community.  
 
We here at the JP Branch wish everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season. Enjoy yourselves and we look 
forward to continuing our relationships in 2017. 
 
Warm regards,   
 
Damien Mealey 
Registrar and Manager 
Justices of the Peace Branch 
Department of Justice and Attorney-General 
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1. News 
 
JP Branch Christmas closure  
 
JP Branch will be closed from Monday 26 
December 2016, recommencing services on 
Tuesday 3 January 2017. Signing sites 
across Queensland may have differing 
closures than these dates. Check with your 
local signing site or co-ordinator for up-to-
date information on their prospective 
closures. 
 
Entitlement to sign Land Title documents  
 
Since our last issue’s “Tips and techniques” article, we’ve received several requests 
to clarify guidelines for compliance with section 162 of the Land Title Act 1994, when 
witnessing a Titles Registry Form 2 Mortgage. 
 
In the article, reference was made to sighting one of the following supporting 
documents as a “reasonable step” evidence of entitlement:  
 
• a copy of the contract of sale for the property 
• official loan documentation from your lender 
• a letter from a solicitor confirming you are 
entitled to sign the form.  
 
To clarify, the above documents would be 
acceptable provided they contain both the 
names of the mortgagor/s and the real 
property description (lot on plan 
description) of the property to be mortgaged. 
The street address of the property is 
insufficient evidence of entitlement to sign 
the form. 
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Certified copies - colour photocopies 
 
An issue that needs clarification surrounds the certification of documents in colour. 
There is a belief that certification of some documents, in particular licences and 
passports, can only be done if the copy is in colour. This is not the case. There is no 
legislative requirement for photocopies, of any documents, to be in colour to be 
eligible for certification by a witnessing officer. 
 
Only the agency receiving the documents can stipulate that certified copies be done 
in full-colour. Please remember it is not the role of a witnessing officer to tell clients 
that only colour copies can be certified. 
 
By all means please notify clients that they might need to check with the receiving 
agency as to whether a black and white copy will be accepted, but if a client insists 
that their document be certified it is perfectly acceptable to proceed.    
 
International Volunteer Day 
 
On 5 December, we celebrated International 
Volunteer Day. We would like to again take this 
opportunity to thank JPs and Cdecs who selflessly 
volunteer their time. Not only those in the JPs in the 
Community program, but also everyone who 
volunteers their time at work to help colleagues and 
all of our JP and Cdec friends who help out with the 
countless other charities and causes around 
Australia. 
 
New edition handbooks 
 
As you may be aware, JP Branch has been working on new editions of the JP and 
Cdec handbooks. The release date has been delayed.  
 
It is important to us that all JPs and Cdecs have access to up-to-date and relevant 
information, so we are working hard to get you your copy early in the New Year.  
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This storm season 
 
As we all know, while this time of year might be about celebration it is also one of 
preparedness as Queensland faces another storm season. Many people have 
already been affected by storms this year. Please stay safe and ensure you make 
appropriate plans for you and your family.  
 
Storms also affect our roles as JPs and Cdecs. We ask that you revisit the 2013 
Technical Bulletin about witnessing statutory declarations for disaster affected 
victims. This publication will refresh your knowledge about what to do if an individual 
is not able to supply identification as it was lost or damaged. You can find it at 
www.qld.gov.au/jptechnicalbulletin.  
 
Would you like to volunteer in a community site? 
 
We are always looking for more volunteers to join the JPs in the Community 
Program. We are currently in need of volunteers at the following sites: 
 

• Bulimba Library 
• Cairns Courthouse 
• Holland Park Courthouse 
• Justices of the Peace Branch, South Brisbane  
• Kawana Library 
• Marsden Library 
• Maryborough Courthouse 
• Mossman Courthouse 
• Port Douglas, Community Hub 
• Riverlink Shopping Centre, Ipswich 
• Royal Brisbane & Women’s Hospital (Thursday afternoons only) 
• Tully Courthouse 

 
To see when these sites operate or which other sites are near you, visit 
www.qld.gov.au/findjp. If you are interested in these or any other sites please contact 
us at jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au. 
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2. Professional development 
 
Professional development workshops and 
seminars are now finished for 2016. JP 
Branch offered 120 professional development 
opportunities during the year with a total 
attendance of more than 1700.  
 
We would like to thank everyone who 
attended the sessions all over Queensland 
and would invite you to visit the online workshop calendar in the New Year to see 
what JP Branch has on offer for 2017. You can find the workshop calendar at 
www.qld.gov.au/jpprofessionaldevelopment. 
 
On the road 
 
To fulfil JP Branch’s commitment to providing professional development opportunities 
for all JPs and Cdecs across the state, Community Engagement Officers, Brendon 
Balogh and Greg Thompson, recently travelled to Emerald, Rockhampton and 
Gladstone.   
 
“We delivered sessions about the JPs in the Community volunteer program, 
mentoring, enduring documents and land titles as well as general witnessing,” 
Brendon said. “It was a pleasure to be able to meet JPs and Cdecs with who we 
have spoken to on the phone many times and finally put a face to a name”. 
 
For Greg, travelling to Central Queensland was something of a home coming. “I’m a 
Rocky boy from way back, in fact my mother still lives there, and it was great to be 
able to return in a work capacity.”   
 
We hope to offer more regional professional development opportunities in 2017. 
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3. JPs in the Community 
 
Thanks once again to all our volunteers in the 
JPs in the Community program. With the co-
operation of our program volunteers we now 
have more than 1900 registered volunteers, 
including 198 who are currently being 
mentored. Our sincere thanks to everyone who 
has participated to help their local communities. 
 
Our mentoring program provides an opportunity 
for all JPs and Cdecs to work with experienced JPs and Cdecs to further their skills 
and knowledge. Learn more about what to expect from your mentor and what is 
expected of you at www.qld.gov.au/jpmentor. 
 
Want to know more about volunteering or being mentored in the program? Call our 
Community Engagement Officers on 1300 301 147 or email 
jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au.  
 
Signing sites 
 
We welcome a new site at the Malouf Pharmacy Southside Gympie into the JPs in 
the Community program. The site opened for service in early December and 
operates Tuesday and Thursday, 2pm to 4pm and Saturday, 10am-12pm. 
 
Our aim is to expand the JPs in the Community program to ensure that everyone has 
easy access to witnessing services. We are continually evaluating new locations and 
recruitment campaigns are being undertaken to fill rostering requirements.  
 
If you would like to propose a new signing site or have identified an area without an 
easy to access witnessing service please contact JP Branch by email at 
jpsinthecommunity@justice.qld.gov.au.  
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JP under the magnifying glass 
Profile – Barbara Smith Cdec 

I spent my early life in Ipswich and after completing 
grade 10 at Ipswich State High School, I went to work 
for a Solicitor in Brisbane. After working in Brisbane 
for a while I shifted my focus back to Ipswich after 
getting a new role in another law firm. At that time 
there was only the Solicitor, myself and a reception 
person. It became obvious that I urgently needed to 
become a JP. This was due to the amount of signing 
that had to be done at the office, as the Solicitor was 
always with clients or in court. I finally became a 
Justice of the Peace on 20 January 1977. 
 
After moving to Gladstone, I immediately started working for a much larger firm. In 
the beginning, the majority of my JP work was in the legal offices where I worked. 
Even in those early days, I had clients phoning me at night or weekends for either 
themselves or friends wanting documents witnessed. I never objected as I have 
always enjoyed being able to help people out when and where I can.   
 
In about 2013, I was asked to join the JPs in the Community program as a volunteer 
and I went on the roster for Stockland Gladstone. For the past 18 months I have 
been helping out with the roster and making sure that we have two JPs or Cdecs on 
every Thursday evening. I also help mentor new JPs and Cdecs in the program. I find 
it gratifying to support these people in learning the many documents we are called 
upon to witness. Now I volunteer at both Stockland Gladstone and the Gladstone 
Courthouse and I am excited to expand the hours I work within the courthouse 
environment. 
 
Over the years, I have noticed that documents and signing requirements are 
changing continually. It is really good that we receive excellent backup from DJAG 
via emails and workshops. We even have a mobile phone number we can phone on 
Thursday evenings if anyone is not sure about signing a particular document.  
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4. Tips and techniques 
Domestic and Family Violence Protection Rules 2014 
 
Introduced on 28 February 2015, the Domestic and Family Violence Rules 2014 (the 
Rules) apply to all proceedings, except appeals, under the Domestic and Family 
Violence Act 2012 (the Act). 
 
The Rules were created as a result of amendments made by the Justice and Other 
Legislation Amendment Act 2013, which repealed the application of certain Uniform 
Civil Procedure Rules 1999 for court proceedings made under the Act. 
 
The main objectives of the Rules are to: 
 

• Allow the court to remain consistent with the main objects of the Act. 
• Resolve a proceedings under the Act with a minimum of expense. 
• Facilitate the just and expeditious resolution of the relevant issues. 
• Provide for the practice and procedure for domestic violence proceedings. 

The Rules explain how: 
 

• a proceeding is initiated - filing of an application and documents 
• a person is to be given notice of the proceedings 
• the court conducts proceedings, which can include issuing of an order or a 

direction 
• a court may receive evidence in a proceeding and who can access the 

evidence 
• a party may end a proceeding early 
• the court assesses or awards costs against a party under the Act. 

Rule 35 – Requirement for affidavits 
 
Rule 35 states how an affidavit in a proceeding under the Act is to be constructed 
and should include the following: 
 

• the name of the person making the affidavit 
• the name of the party on whose behalf it is filed 
• a written statement that: 

o The contents of the affidavit are true; or 
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o If the contents of the affidavit are stated on the basis of information 
and belief – that those contents are true to the best of the knowledge 
of the person making the statement; and 

o The person making the affidavit understands that a person who 
provides a false matter in the affidavit commits an offence. 

The body of the affidavit must also be listed in consecutively numbered paragraphs 
and each page of an affidavit must be numbered. If there are any attachments they 
are to be referred to in the affidavit and placed after the last page of the affidavit as 
exhibits.  
 
Remember! Multiple page affidavits require the signature of both the witness and the 
deponent, at the bottom of each page. 
 
Queensland Courts have created an affidavit, Form 25, specifically to assist parties in 
meeting these affidavit requirements. It can be obtained by visiting the courts website 
www.courts.qld.gov.au/about/forms or by visiting your local Magistrates Court. 
 
What does this mean for me as a witnessing officer? 
 
Finally, whilst there are formal requirements to proceedings under the Act, Rule 6 
states: 
 

(1) A failure to comply with a rule is an irregularity and does not render a 
proceedings, a document, step taken or order made in a proceeding a nullity. 

Should you be presented with an affidavit for a proceeding under the Act and it is not 
in the format of Rule 35, it will be the court’s decision to either waive compliance or 
excuse noncompliance of the Rule. You should not decline to witness the affidavit in 
this circumstance. 
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5. Acknowledgement of long service awards 
 
We want to acknowledge the following JPs and Cdecs for their dedicated service to 
the community. The dedicated JPs and Cdecs listed here have received their long 
service award since the last publication of the JP Bulletin. 
 
To apply for a long service award you can use our 
online tool at www.qld.gov.au/jplongservice or 
contact your local www.parliament.qld.gov.au 
who will nominate you for an award from the 
Attorney-General. We would appreciate if you 
could have your original date of appointment (or a 
rough idea) to assist with establishing your date 
of appointment. 
 
The following people have recently been 
presented with their
60 year service award certificates: 

• Clive Hancock 
• Joan Mitchell 
• Raymond Phillips 
• Colin Stubbins 
• Eric Thorne 

Other recent recipients of 50, 40 and 25 year-long service awards are listed below on 
pages 12-14. 

Thank you to all of our long serving JPs and Cdecs for your years of service to the 
community.  
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50 year service awards 
John Blackburn William Pengelly 
Edwin Bousen Leslie Pratt 
Anthony Easdown Bruce Richter 
Anthony Emms Gloria Sheehan 
Douglas Fergusson Beverley Slade 
Robert Gluch Lloyd Squire 
Malcolm Jennings George Williams 
Lionel Larsen Edward Withers 
Colin Morris Maxwell Worthington 
Kenneth O'Connell Raymond Yule 
Geoffrey Ovenden Graham Zerk 
John Patterson 
 
40 year service awards 
Michael Adams Mervyn Fisher 
Lorna Anderson Ian Flanders 
Errol Bailey William Francis 
Donald Barber Barry Fraser 
William Barclay Gregory Gerard 
John Barrett Stuart Goodrich 
Catherine Beitzel Roy Griffin 
Bernard Beswick Adrian Harvie 
Cheryl Boneham Ronald Hill 
George Brand Leonard Hughes 
Mary Brown Reginald Jones 
William Cahill Margaret Kerr 
Jan Challinor Geoffrey Kibbey 
David Collier Robert Lamberton 
Timothy Coppin Keith Leask 
Rhys Davies Graham MacFarlane 
Cecil Dawson Mervyn Maxwell 
Colin Dodd Richard May 
Alistair Dodds Errol McAlpine 
Leslie Duncan Leonard McKenna 
Graham Ellis John Moynihan 
Barry Euler Graham Newham 
Roy Favier George North 
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40 year service awards continued 
Robert Paterson Denis Sinnamon 
John Pobar Valma Steemson 
Marion Richards James Stephen  
Graeme Roberts-Thomson Russell Vickers 
Lester Rogers Paul Whitehouse 
Peter Russell Norman Whitney 
Steve Samios Raymond Williams 
Terrence Sheehan Christine Williams 
James Short Robin Wilson 
 
25 year service awards 
Hugh Anthony Alison Desmond 
Allan Archbold Yvonne Duniam 
Sella Auchter Alison Easton 
Robert Baldwin Lyn Edwards 
Michael Berger Kevin Edwards 
Celeste Bettridge Nicole Edwards 
Bruce Birchall Robert Eldred 
Janette Birrell Michael Fagg 
Sandra Bouton Alan Farrell 
Wayne Bovey Barbara Ferguson 
David Bowden Clive Finter 
James Box Mervyn Fisher 
Anthony Boyle Maurice Foster 
Leonardo Bozzi Dale Fowler 
James Browne Brian Gaston 
Anthony Burton Glenn Gatton 
Anne Butcher June Greer 
Ross Calvert Paul Grieve 
Ngaire Caulfield Peter Hall 
Harold Childs Brendan Hall  
Jerome Chong Robert Harper 
David Church Karen Harris 
Richard Cooley Tracey Hawkins 
Dennis Darcy Michael Herbert 
Kelvin Davey Catherine Hurlock 
Gail Davis Raith Hutchinson 

 
JP Bulletin Issue 13: 2016        13 

   
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 year service awards continued 
Graham Ivers Diane Read 
Wayne Jacobson Suzanne Rewald 
Rita Johnson Annette Riley 
Trevor Jones Diana Ritchie 
Michael Jones Kerry Rosenthal 
Susan Jones Grace Rowland 
Jean-Edgard Lambs Rosario Russo 
Vincent Lancaster Bernard Ryan 
Thomas Lane Brendan Ryan 
Warren Lines Ian Scagliotti 
Fiona Lochran Jennifer Scott 
Gary Maker Christine Shearman 
John Martens Cameron Sivell 
Claudio Mattioli Helen Smith 
Russell Maudsley Carol Smith 
Patrick Maxwell Beverley Smith 
Daniel McKeown Rhonda Smith 
David Menck Wayne Spelleken 
Keith Metcalf Judith Stace 
Trevor Mildren Christos Stamatellos 
Neville Miles Thomas Tame 
Geoffrey Mitchell Alasdair Thompson 
Thomas Moody John Tilly 
Marlene Muir Vincent Torpey 
Steven Muller Gordon Tuffley 
Noreen Murphy Ivan Urgrinic 
Robert O'Hara Selvin Van Niekerk 
John O'Neill Janine Waddell 
Doreen Ord Ruth Waite 
Mark O'Reilly Anthony Wall  
Bernard O'Reilly Pamela Wallace 
Ruth Osberger Neville Weir 
Rajendra Parekh Mike Whittell 
Christopher Perry David Whybird 
Christine Plant Raymond Woodward 
Ailsa Purcell Vincent Wright 
James Ransom Joseph Zerafa 
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