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Welcome to our newsletter designed to keep you informed about mariages in
Queensland.

As you all know the Marmage Act 1967 has been amended to redefine marriage as 'the
union of 2 people to the exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life.” Marriage
equality commenced Saturday 9 December 2017, all Australians regardless of sex or
gender now have the right to be maried in Australia.

In our update, we will:

= provide information on getting a marriage registered

= showcase the commemorative marriage cerificate designs on offer

= explain how we are developing an online mariage registration system to create the
official documents and submit mariage records

= provide a list of useful contacts to help make your job easier.

We hope you find this update useful. Looking for past issues? See our website.

If you have any suggestions for topics that would help you please email us.

We are not scheduling updates so don't worry your mailbox will not be spammed. We will
only release an update when we have something important to share with you. f you ever
find that what we offer is not for you, you can unsubscribe.

Regards,

David John
Registrar-General
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The Australian Government
Attorney-General's Depariment has
requested that we remind you of the
following information.

From 9 December 2017, the
definition of marriage under
Australian law changed to: ‘the union
of 2 people to the exclusion of all
others, voluntarily entered into for
life’. The right to marry under
Australian law will no longer be
determined by sex or gender. It
became legal for same-sex couples o
to marry in Australia. T e T —

The normal requirements for giving a

Motice of Intended Marriage form (NOIM) continue to apply; the NOIM must be given at least
one month prior to the wedding ceremony, unless a shortening of time has been obtained from a
prescribed authority.

New marriage forms must be used from 9 December 2017

The marriage forms have been updated so that they can be used by all eligible marrying
couples. From 9 December 2017, the new forms must be used; you must cease to use the
previous versions of marriage forms. The new marriage forms are available at
www.agd.gov.au/marmiageforms, and from CanPrint Communications.

If you have received a Notice of Intended Marriage from a couple who are a man and a woman
before 9 December 2017, the NOIM remains valid (for 18 months from the date you received that
NOIM).

From 9 December 2017, same-sex couples can give a NOIM to an authorised celebrant. Any
NOIMs received from same-sex couples before 9 December 2017 are not valid.

Further information about the changes to the marriage forms, and how to complete the new
forms, can be found in the Changes to marriage forms and certificates fact sheet.

You can continue to use Form 15 marriage certificates, and purchase new ones

You can continue to use your existing stock of Form 15 Certificates of marriage, provided the
couple you are marmying are a man and a woman.



There are 3 types of mamage cerdificates—standard, commemorative and ceremonial.

Oty the standard mamage cerdificete can be used for officisl purposes. Changes to the
Mamage Act 1367 have resulted in a change to the standard mamiage cerificate to
include the description of party (bnde, groom, parner):
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MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
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View commemorative designs

The ceremonial marriage certificate that you give to couples on the day of their wedding is not an
official identity document. It cannot be used to prove their relationship.

Our commemorative marmiage certificate packages include a standard marmiage certificate and
we have just expanded our range. Couples ]

We recently commissioned two new special commemorative marrage certificates, 'Heart’ and
'Everiasting’, which were designed to acknowledge mamiage equality in Australia. The new
designs are gender neutral and complement the previous designs which are also still available.
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Item Cost

Commemorative marriage certificate package (1 standard marriage certificate and

standard postage included) $61.00

Standard marriage certificate (standard postage included) $46.60

Standard postage is included in the price when you order a certificate to be sent to a couple by
mail.

The couple can request to have their certificate posted by express or registered post for a fee.

Item Cost
Express post $6.10
Registered mail $4.90

International registered post $15.90







REDM Gueensland online marriage registration system

The REDM iz committed to working in parnership with associations
and their members to provide the best possible senvice to couples
who choose to be mamed by mamage celebrants in Queensland.

In late Movember 2018, we started the online mamage registration
project to delver business improvements in registenng 8 mamage
especially with the focus in Govemment for the digitsl
transformation of services.

Cumently in the testing phase of the project, volunteer mamage
celebrants were signed up as service providers and used the online
mamage registration system to test is end-to-end function.

When celebrants were asked to sum up the system during
testing:

“Aweesome!”, "Brilliant®, “Easy to use®, “Efficient”, "Good improvement
on presant process", “lmprovemeant in process”, “Innovative”,
“Simple”, “Wery convenient”, Wil be a great asset for Quesnsland
celebrants", “Will be streightforeard after a little familianzation”, Wil
make life easier for churches that have a kot of weddings to keep

track of paperwork”, "Easy to use”.



Mavigating the system was simple Using this online service was easy ta

understand

® VERYEASY @ EASY @ VERFEASY @ EASY

The online forms were easy to fill sut Haew likely would [ use this enline service
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During the trial the online service provider (the celebrant) is able
to submit a request for 1 standard marriage certificate that is
posted regular post (or air mail) without taking payment or
storing credit card details on a hard copy certificate application
form.

In future, additional products will be available:

» more than one standard marmiage cerificate
* 3 commemaorative marriage certificate package (1 standard marriage certificate and

standard postage included)
« different postal delivery of registered post, express post or international express post.



Order a marriage certificate
= Does the couple wish to order 3 cerfificate?
* Yes © No

o By using this online service and providing an emad address
and mobile number, the couple consent 1o he use of that
email address and mobile number for RBDM for contact via
SMS and email that relales o this application. The couple
understand that it is their responsibiiity to ensure that they
have nominated a secure emall address for RBOM 10 send
the payment notification and any related correspondence 10.
The couple acknowiedge that &t is their responsibaty to
ensure the security of that mformaton upon recept of it

Cernficate applicant
The accicat wil recene Per bought cetScats when he TETIge & regEtered

- please select -« |

Payment notfication emad
Paymert matrctons il De 34T 1© s 205e1s aten he TETage 3 Tegiateres

Applcant’s contact number
We wil contact #vs phore number £ re S 30 Ssoe wth the certficate

Dolivery address
Address line 1
Enter a locaton

City, town or suburd State oc terrtory  Postcode

Country

0 You must sight onginal identfication documents n
accordance with the requirements of the Act and proof of
identity requirements set by the Queensiand Regstry of
Births, Deaths and Marriages.







*Costs may be higher for mobile phones and interstate

Apostille information
Please direct your COUDIES to the Depanment of F{Jreign Affairs and Trade {DAFT} website.

Website: www dfat gov.awABOUT-US/OUR-SERVICES/APOSTILLES-AUTHENTICATIOMNS-
CERTIFICATES-OF-NO-IMPEDIMENT-TO-IMARRIAGE/Pages/apostilles-authentications-and-
certificates-of-no-impediment-to-marriage.aspx

Email: authentications@dfat. gov.au
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