
History collection 

As part of an initial disease investigation, collect a detailed history and all relevant epidemiological information of the 

suspect disease incident to assess the index of suspicion for emergency animal diseases, including foot-and-mouth 

disease (FMD). Initial contact suggestive of FMD or another emergency animal disease should prompt further 

questioning before arrival on-farm as this will provide an indication of what to expect while also allowing you to 

anticipate what equipment and consumables may be required to further assess the situation. 

Premises details 

 Location of the premises, including physical address, georeference (latitude / longitude) if available

 Property Identification Code (PIC) or Registrable Biosecurity Entity

 Industry sector and enterprise type

Contact details 

 Contact details for the owner / occupier, including all available phone numbers and email addresses.

Incident details 

 Date of onset of the case

 Number of animals on the property, by species, age groups and relevant epidemiological units (e.g.

housing units,  herds, or paddocks)

 Number of animals at risk

 Numbers of animals sick and dead

 Clinical signs noticed by the owner / occupier/ stock person,

 An estimate of the rate of disease spread (i.e. an estimate of the cumulative disease incidence, or

attack rate)

Animal and premises management details 

 Recent changes in management practices, e.g. changes in feed or water sources (in particular, note

the source and quality of feed on premises containing pigs – rule out possible swill feeding)

 Recent animal introductions onto the premises and off the premises (including their destinations)

 Movements of persons, equipment and materials on- and off farm, including:

 Visitors (especially from overseas),

 Vehicles, e.g. feed trucks, milk tankers, etc.

 Herd/flock health history and management including:

 Previous disease incidents

 Vaccination status

 Other treatments of animals by the owner, manager or another veterinarian.




