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Frequently asked questions for 
restaurants selling takeaway wine 

Learn more about the permanent takeaway liquor licence condition for restaurant licensees. 

 

Restaurant licensees holding a subsidiary on-

premises (meals) licence can apply for a 

permanent takeaway liquor condition (TLC) 

authorising them to sell 1.5 litres of wine for 

takeaway or delivery with a takeaway meal 

order.  

TLCs for restaurants will take effect from 31 

January 2022 allowing takeaway wine to be sold 

between 10am and 10pm with a takeaway meal. 

Licensees will still be able to operate under the 

authority of any prevailing takeaway liquor 

authorities after a TLC is endorsed on their 

licence.  

Takeaway meals must be of sufficient substance 

to be accepted as a meal and the food must not 

just be a snack or other insubstantial food.   

The sale of takeaway wine applies on a 

transactional basis. This means that a maximum 

of 1.5 litres of wine can be sold in a single 

transaction regardless of how many meals are 

ordered.  

How do I get a TLC?  

The authority to sell takeaway wine will not occur 

automatically.  

Licensees who wish to sell takeaway wine will 

need to make an application to have a TLC 

endorsed on their licence.  

Who is eligible to apply?  

Only restaurant licensees who hold a subsidiary 

on-premises (meal) licence are eligible to apply 

for a TLC.  

Holders of the subsidiary on-premises licence 

with the principal activity of providing prepared 

food other than meals (i.e. licensed cafes) are 

ineligible to obtain an approval to sell takeaway 

wine.  

How do I apply?  

You can make an application to the Office of 

Liquor and Gaming Regulation (OLGR) to have a 

TLC endorsed on your liquor licence. 

New licence applicants can use Form 1 - 

Application for new licence.  

Existing licensees can use Form 19 - Application 

for a permanent variation of licence.  

Both forms 1 and 19 provide the option to seek a 

TLC endorsement.  

Before making the application, you should check 

you have appropriate town planning (as per your 

development approval conditions) for your 

premises. In some cases, your development 

approval may restrict you from selling takeaway 

liquor. In these circumstances, you will need to 

contact your local council to have these 

conditions amended. 

OLGR will consult with the relevant local council 

as part of the application process. If you do not 

have development approval to sell takeaway 

liquor, your application may be delayed.  

What are the application fees?  

The application fee will be waived for eligible* 

licensees who apply for a permanent TLC on or 

before 30 June 2022.  

*The fee waiver only applies to restaurant 

operators who held an approved subsidiary on-

premises (meals) licence at the commencement 

of the new provisions on 31 January 2022.  

If you are licensed after 31 January 2022 and/or 

apply after 30 June 2022, the fees associated 
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with the relevant application form will vary 

between new and existing licensees. Current 

fees are listed at business.qld.gov.au/liquor-

gaming  

What liquor can I sell?  

The sale of takeaway liquor is limited to wine.  

Restaurant licensees are not permitted to sell 

takeaway beer, pre-mixed alcoholic drinks or 

other alcoholic beverages.  

What is considered a takeaway meal?  

A takeaway meal means food that is: 

 ordinarily eaten by a person sitting at a table 

with cutlery provided 

 of sufficient substance as to be ordinarily 

accepted as a meal 

 sold on licensed premises to be consumed 

off the licensed premises.  

Common examples of what is considered a 

takeaway meal include a burger and chips, a stir-

fry or similar noodle dish, an order of fish and 

chips or a curry with rice.  

Examples of food which would not meet the meal 

requirements include food provided as an 

appetiser or similar accompaniment, such as a 

‘mixed-entre’ consisting of smaller dishes, a 

naan bread, a serve of hot chips and other 

similar items.  

Kids meals are also not eligible. 

How do I ensure responsible service of 
takeaway liquor?  

To ensure adequate systems and procedures 

are in place to facilitate the responsible service 

of takeaway liquor, licensees will need to accept 

the endorsement of the following conditions on 

their licence: 

 The supply of liquor is restricted to a 

maximum of 1.5 litres of wine per takeaway 

meal order, whether the order is delivered or 

collected in-store.  

 Liquor cannot be supplied without acceptable 

proof of age being presented by the person 

collecting the order.  

 Contactless and unattended delivery is 

prohibited where an order includes liquor.  

 When delivering liquor with a meal, the 

licensee must make reasonable effort to 

complete the delivery before midnight.  

 All staff and drivers involved in the sale or 

supply of liquor must have training in 

responsible service of alcohol.  

 Staff and drivers must refuse service or not 

make delivery of liquor to people who appear 

to be disorderly or intoxicated.  

 Liquor must not be delivered to an address 

within a restricted area under the Liquor Act 

1992.   

An application for a TLC will not be approved 

unless the applicant accepts all of these licence 

conditions. 

The Commissioner for Liquor and Gaming may 

impose further conditions as necessary to 

minimise harm or impact on the amenity of 

community. 

Contact us  

Visit: Upper Plaza, 33 Charlotte Street, Brisbane 
QLD 4000 or regional Office of Liquor and Gaming 
Regulation office   
Post: Locked Bag 180, City East QLD 4002 
Phone: 1300 072 322  
Email: olgrlicensing@justice.qld.gov.au 
Website: www.business.qld.gov.au/liquor-gaming  
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