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Youth Justice

Police referral to a
restorative justice
conference

Information for children who have
been referred by police to a restorative
justice conference

Queensland
Government



What is a police referral?

You have admitted to a police officer that
you broke the law. The police officer has
given you a chance to make things right.

The police officer has decided to send you
to a restorative justice conference instead

of sending you to court for sentencing. You
have agreed to this referral.

“Did you do it?”
“Do you agree to a
conference?’

“ldid it”
“l agreetoa
conference”
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Police You Conference

What is the purpose of a conference?

Restorative justice is about repairing the harm

caused by the offence. A conference allows the
people hurt by your offence to talk about what

happened and work out what you can do to try
to repair the harm.

What happens before a conference?

A convenor is a person who is approved to run

a conference. A convenor will contact all
participants and arrange a time to meet before the
conference.
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Convenor Contact Arrange a time
participants  to meet

In Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities, members of the local

communit%( justice group, Elders and/or
extended family members may also be
invited to participate.

The convenor will:

e saywho else will be present at
6 the conference

e explain what will happen at the
Convenor conference

e help you get ready for it

e listen.and answeryour
questions

e talk about yourright to legal
advice and confidentiality.

What happens at a conference?

You will meet in a safe place so that everyone can
talk about what happened. Everyone will get a
chance to tell their story and ask questions.

Who might be at a conference?

The convenor will talk with you about who will be
there. You will be able to bring people to support

you.
e Convenor

This is

what happened That affected me

<" Victim

You oo )
........... ...........

Family/Support Conference Victim’s
: Family/Support

Elder/Community  Police Community
Justice Group Representative
The agreement

What happens at the end of a conference?

The agreement
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The agreement Signed by you, victim and convenor
(& police officer if they attend)

At the end of the conference
,;-} A everyone in the room will work out
the agreement.

The agreement lists what can be
done to start to make things right
for the victim. The agreement is
enforceable under the law.

The people at the conference agree
to a time frame for you to finish
everything on the agreement.

The agreement includes who will

support you to finish the agreement
and how that will happen.
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What happens when you finish the agreement?
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Conference  Agreement complete

YONCKS

No criminal No police All done
history

Complete the agreement and you will not
need to go back to the police.
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This offence will not be on your criminal
history.
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