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Welcome to the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages’
new-look family history bulletin.

Queensland is a great state, and here at RBDM, we’re
privileged to hold the history of our state’s people.
Interest in ancestry is at an all-time high, so it felt like the
right time to relaunch this bulletin and tell the stories of
everyday Queenslanders from years gone by. 

We’d like to thank our contributors to this first edition—
Stephanie Ryan, from State Library Queensland, and
Russell Frazer and Sharyn Merkley on behalf of the
Genealogical Society of Queensland. If you have a story
you’d like to share with our readers in future bulletins,
please get in touch. 

Finally, if you’re keen to search your own family history,
it’s easier than ever through our new family history
research service. Our new service has been live for 12
months and offers:

results for all life events for a person from a single
search
easy issue searching to find that elusive sibling of
a person
source images—scanned copies of the records
which are from the informant to the event (if
available)
a download function to capture a spreadsheet of
the top 100 results of your search
access to your image purchases at any time (no
more 14 day expiry) when you set up a QGov
account.  

You can also keep up to date with regular family research
tips by following our Facebook page. 

Edition Winter 2019

August 3 
Genealogical Society of Queensland
OPEN DAY

August 8 
Stories from the records, State
Library Queensland

August 14
DNA Down Under Brisbane

August 24
Queensland Family History Society
OPEN DAY

A year on - what's changed with
our new family history research
service

Don't lose your history - create
a QGov account and access your
historical images at any time

Socialist, Ross Island
By Russell Fraser

My great-great-grandfather, Ned Lowry, was variously
portrayed as a socialist (his own description), a
unionist, an anarchist, a radical and a racist. 

His life was something of a paradox. Born into a lower
middle-class London family, he became influential in
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the labour movement in north Queensland in the late
19th Century.

Edward Yule Lowry was born on 3 February 1846 in
the family home in Regent’s Park, London.  His father
had trained as an architect; his paternal grandfather
was a former soldier and retired superintendent of the
Metropolitan Police; and his maternal grandfather had
a prosperous boot making business. Ned was well
educated, some of his later writings quoted the poetry
of Shakespeare and Shelley; and he spent the first
years of his working life as a solicitor’s clerk. 

So why did he turn against the establishment and
develop a political orientation somewhat left of centre?

The strange trail of the Baronet
By Stephanie Ryan

On 24 July 1939 Sir Frederick Affleck, old and blind,
died at Dunwich, Queensland. Frederick Danby James
Affleck was the 8th Baronet of Dalham Hall in the
County of Suffolk, the title having been created for the
first baronet, Sir Edmund Affleck, in 1782 for valour.
The 8th baronet arrived in Queensland in the 1880s as
a cadet in the P&O Company. He experienced mixed
fortunes and was not a successful businessman, losing
his money. 

His death caused a flurry of excitement in the
Queensland press. His son and heir, Frederick James
Siddartha Affleck, was a habitual criminal and, with his
brother Dalham Robert, was in the Brisbane gaol. He
attended his father’s funeral at Toowong accompanied
by a prison warder. The newspapers quickly christened
him: ‘The Blue-Blooded Baronet of Boggo Road Gaol’. 

Worth a thousand words
By Sharyn Merkley

It could almost be a sunny afternoon somewhere on
the Thames River in England, but this is the Seymour
River near Ingham in north Queensland. It’s a small
private pleasure steamboat reminiscent of larger boats
plying the Thames at that time.

The passengers are in their Sunday best. A couple of
the gentlemen have forgone their coats and rolled up
their sleeves – the only indication that it might be
warmer than on the Thames. 
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I was idly spending my Sunday afternoon searching
through the State Library of Queensland (SLQ) digital
photographs for steam vessels when I encountered
this picture and was intrigued that the photographer
was a woman—Harriett Brims, wife of the builder of the
boat Donald Brims. 

What more could I find out about this unusual couple?

Are you missing a key piece of information in your family research? We’d like to help.

Tell us what you’re missing and we’ll publish your query in the next issue of this
bulletin.

Who knows? One of our readers may have uncovered just what you’re looking for. 
Contact us >>

In each issue of this bulletin, we’ll be trawling the registry archives to highlight some of
the stranger causes of death in Queensland. 

How apt to start, therefore, with possibly the most ‘Queensland’ of all deaths, ‘Coup
de Soleil’. 

Find out more >>
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