
 

 
Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) 

 
General Information 
 
The Justices of the Peace Branch has received enquiries from JPs and Cdecs in the community 
regarding the new Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT).  
 
QCAT commenced on 1 December 2009 amalgamating 23 of the state’s tribunals and bodies providing a 
single gateway through which the community can access justice. The following tribunals were 
amalgamated into QCAT and no longer exist:  
 
• Anti-Discrimination Tribunal,  
• Appeal tribunals formed under the Local Government Act,  
• Children Services Tribunal,  
• Commercial and Consumer Tribunal,  
• Fire Panel of Referees,  
• Fisheries Tribunal,  
• Guardianship and Administrative Tribunal,  
• Health Practitioners Tribunal,  
• Independent Assessor under the Prostitution Act 1999,  
• Legal Practice Tribunal,  
• Misconduct Tribunal,  
• Nursing Tribunal,  
• Racing Appeal Tribunal,  
• Retail Shop Leases Tribunal,  
• Small Claims Tribunal,  
• Surveyors Disciplinary Committee,  
• Teachers Disciplinary Committee,  
• Valuers Registration Committee, and  
• Veterinary Tribunal.  
 
QCAT is responsible for making decisions about a range of matters and reviewing decisions that were 
previously made by a Queensland Government department, local government or regulatory authority.  
How does QCAT affect me as a JP or Cdec?  
 
The introduction of QCAT on the 1 December 2009 brought with it many new forms when people are 
making applications to the Tribunal. Therefore, in your role as a JP or Cdec you are likely to encounter 
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many new forms drafted under QCAT. These forms range from application forms to affidavits to certifying 
copies of documents.  
 
Witnessing procedure  
 
When approached to witness a QCAT document the same general witnessing procedure applies. A 14 
step guide can be found in the Duties of Justices of the Peace (Qualified), 2016 edition handbook, in 
chapter 4.1. It can also be found in chapter 2 in the previous edition handbook, ‘The duties of the 
Justices of the Peace (Qualified)’.  
 
For example, when witnessing an ‘affidavit of service’ you would follow the same procedures for 
witnessing an affidavit. A step by step guide can be found in the Duties of Justices of the Peace 
(Qualified), 2016 edition handbook, in chapter 4.7. It can also be found in the previous edition handbook, 
‘The Duties of Justices of the Peace (Qualified)’ in chapter 5.  
 
Also, you may be approached to certify copies of documents to be attached to particular applications. 
Again, this procedure is no different than certifying any documentation.  
 
It is important to remember that NOT all forms to be lodged with QCAT require the signature of either a 
JP or Cdec. The document itself will stipulate whether you have authority to witness a particular form.  
 
Note: Where a document requests for you to ‘print your name’ you MUST place your FULL NAME (first, 
middle and last name) in the space provided. Some documents may not be processed if the witnessing 
Justice of the Peace or Commissioner for Declarations fails to print their FULL NAME where required. 
 
Further information  
 
It is strongly recommended you familiarise yourself with the new structure of QCAT and the relevant 
forms you are likely to encounter in your role. Please visit the website at www.qcat.qld.gov.au for further 
information regarding QCAT and the role it plays within Queensland’s legal system. 
 
Regards,  
 
 
Damien Mealey 
Registrar 
Justices of the Peace Branch 
Department of Justice and Attorney-General 
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