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Technical Bulletin: 08/09 
July 2009 
 

To: Justices of the Peace (Qualified) and 
Commissioners for Declarations 

 
 

Introduction of new security paper features by 
Queensland Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages 

 
General Information  
 
In early July 2009, the Queensland Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages began using a new 
security-enhanced paper for certificates. This new paper, currently being used by Victoria, the Northern 
Territory and South Australia, will be introduced by the remaining Australian state and territory registries 
throughout 2009. 
 
Registry-issued certificates are official documents used for proof of identity for a variety of purposes such 
as opening bank accounts, obtaining credit cards, accessing welfare payments and applying for an 
Australian passport. The new security paper includes advanced security features to enhance the integrity 
of certificates. 
 
Not all certificates will be printed on the security paper. Historical certificates (pre-1890 birth, death and 
marriage), commemorative certificates and extract copies of birth, death and marriage certificates will 
still be produced on the current formatted paper. 
 
For further information visit www.qld.gov.au and click on Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
 
Specific features  
 
The new security paper features a rainbow-type colouring of blue, pink and green. The paper also 
features images of a kangaroo and the Southern Cross, the word ‘Australia’, two watermarked maps of 
Australia and a security thread that runs vertically along the right hand side of the document.  
 
The overt features described are designed to allow customer service officers to verify that the document 
is authentic.  
 
Some of these new features include chemical sensitising agents, thermochromic patch, barcode, 
security-thread, mould-made watermarks, covert features and forensic features.  
 
A copy of the new security paper is not available due to security and audit purposes.  
 
A photocopy of the new security paper will not be identical to the original due to split duct printing. Split-
ducts are used to enhance the protection of security documents against counterfeiting via colour 
separation and copying. A photocopy of the new certificates will show a clear distortion of colours in 
comparison to the original.  
 
Witnessing procedure  
 
Follow normal witnessing procedures as outlined in the Justices of the Peace (Qualified) or 
Commissioner for Declarations Handbooks.  
 

http://www.qld.gov.au/
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Include the additional process of pressing the pink map of Australia on the lower right hand side of the 
document which is the thermochromic feature. This ink reacts to an increase in temperature by 
disappearing. It returns to its original state when the temperature is lowered. 
 
You do not certify the back of the document. 
 
Please note that this process is only for new certificates issued from July 2009 and you will consequently 
follow previous procedures for old style certificates. 
 
Regards,  
 
 
Damien Mealey  
Registrar  
Justices of the Peace Branch  
Department of Justice and Attorney-General 


