
	

 
Background 
Changes to the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act (PPRA), sections 180 (Production notice) and 181 
(Issue of production notice), now allows for a police officer to make application to either a justice or a 
magistrate to issue a production notice. 

Previous references 
Supersedes JP Bulletin article February 2015 – Production Notices 

What is a production notice? 
A production notice is a document authorising a police officer to obtain stated documents from a cash 
dealer which might provide evidence of the commission of an offence or of suspicious financial activity. 
The police officer may, instead of applying for a search warrant, apply to a magistrate or justice to issue 
a production notice. 

The production notice requires the cash dealer to produce the stated documents to an officer at a time 
and place nominated by police. A police officer has the following powers in relation to documents 
produced under a production notice: 

 power to inspect the document; 
 power to take extracts from the document; 
 power to make copies of the document; and 
 power to seize the document. 

 
How do you issue a production notice? 
The process of issuing a production notice is very similar to issuing a search warrant or a summons and, 
as with these types of documents, extra care should be taken when considering whether to issue a 
production notice. 
 
The production notice is an approved, prescribed form and consists of two parts: 
 

1. Application - the application must be sworn or affirmed by the officer and contains information 
required to substantiate the issuing of the production notice, such as details of the suspected 
offence, the name of the cash dealer, the type of document/s sought and a statement indicating 
that the cash dealer is not party to the offence. 

2. Production notice – giving details of the cash dealer, details of the suspected offence, and the 
type of documents required to be produced to a police officer within a stated time and at a stated 
place. 

 
There are three parties involved: 

 Applicant – the police officer applying for the production notice 

 JP(Qual) – who issues the production notice 

 Cash dealer – the entity on which the production notice is to be served 
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Before issuing the production notice, you must be satisfied there are reasonable grounds in the 
application for suspecting the documents in the possession of the cash dealer may be evidence of the 
commission of an offence or confiscation related evidence and that the cash dealer is not party to the 
offence. 
 
When approached to issue a production notice, you should: 
 

1. Ask the applicant for some form of identification. 
2. Immediately place the applicant on oath or affirmation. 
3. Read the entire application carefully; this is one of the many occasions when you must read 

the entire document and would be failing in your duty if you did not. Check the application 
gives: 
 
a. the applicant’s name, rank, registered number and station 
b. the name of the cash dealer to be given the notice 
c. a brief description of the offence the application relates to 
d. the nature of the documents sought 
e. information or evidence relied on to support the suspicion the documents are with the 

cash dealer 
f. a statement that the cash dealer is not a party to the offence 
g. full history of any previous production notices issued in the past year. 

 
4. Ask the applicant any questions that are needed to clarify why a production notice is 

necessary. Keep a record of any further information supplied to you under oath or affirmation 
in case it is required for future reference. 

5. If you are satisfied the production notice is justified, have the applicant sign the application, 
reminding them they are under oath or affirmation. 

6. Witness the applicant’s signature by signing the application, affixing your seal and entering 
your registration number.  

7. It is advised that you retain the original of the application and keep it in a secure place. Whilst 
there is no legislative requirement for you to retain the application it is best practice to do so, 
similarly to issuing a search warrant. Please note: There is no requirement for you to copy or 
retain a copy of the production notice. 

8. Complete the production notice and check through to ensure it includes: 
a. the applicant’s name and station 
b. name and address of the cash dealer 
c. a description of the documents sought 
d. a place, time and date the documents are required to be produced. 

9. Insert your full name on the first page of the production notice  
10. Sign the production notice, affix your seal and enter your registration number. 
11. Enter the details in your logbook. 

 
	 	



	



	

	



	

	
 

Definitions 

Cash Dealer: Under the Commonwealth Financial Transactions Reports Act 1988, the definition of “cash 
dealer” is very broad and includes, but is not limited to, a financial institution, a body corporate, an 
insurer, a payroll delivery service, a casino or a bookmaker. 

Confiscation related evidence: Under the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000, the definition of 
“confiscation related evidence” is very broad and includes, but is not limited to, a thing or evidence of a 
serious crime related activity. 

Legislation and further reading 

Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000 
Criminal Proceeds Confiscation Act 2002 
www.legislation.qld.gov.au 

Financial Transactions Reports Act 1988 
www.legislation.gov.au 

Queensland Police Service 
www.police.qld.gov.au 

 

Regards, 
 
 
  
 
Damien Mealey 
Registrar and Manager 
Justices of the Peace Branch 
Department of Justice and Attorney-General 


