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 Wharf and berth information 

Wharf / berth name 
latitude &longitude 

Distance 
from 
Entrance 
Beacon 
(Nautical 
Miles) 

Wharf 
owner*  
operator # 

* length of 
berth 
# length of 
wharf  
H height above 
LAT (m) 

Berth 
pocket  
Design 
width  
& depth   
at LAT 
(m) 

Services 
E = 
electricity 
DO = diesel 
oil 
FO = fuel oil 
T =  
telephone 
W = water 

Useage 
(Refer to 
Port of 
Brisbane 
Shipping 
Handbook 
for details of 
cargo 
equipment 
and facilities) 

Fishermans Islands No 12 

27o 21.50’ S 

153o 10.82’ E 

3.25 
* PBPL 
#Hutchison Ports    
BCT 

* 310m 

# 310m 

H 6.05 

55m 

14.0m 
E -T - W Containers 

Fishermans Islands No 11 
27° 21.64’ S 
153° 10.72’ E 

3.43 
* PBPL 
#Hutchison Ports    
BCT 

* 350m 

# 350m 

H  6.05m 

55m 

14.0 
E -T - W Containers 

Fishermans Islands No 10 
27°  21.82’ S 
153° 10.60’ E 

3.63 
* PBPL 

# Patrick Terminal 

* 395.5m 

#  395.5m 

H 5.70 – 6.05m 

55m  

14.0m 
E -T - W Containers 

Fishermans Islands No 9 
27°  21.98’ S 
153° 10.48’ E 

3.82 
* PBPL 

# Patrick Terminal 

* 317.2m 

# 317.2m 

H 5.07 - 5.70m 

55m 

14.0m 
 E -T - W Containers 

Fishermans Islands No 8 
27°  22.11’ S 
153° 10.39’ E 

3.96 
* PBPL 

# Patrick Terminal 

* 220.3m 

# 220.3m 

H 4.65– 5.07m 

55m 

14.0m 
E -T - W Containers 

Fishermans Islands No 7 
27°  22.20’S 
153° 10.33’ E 

4.08 
* PBPL 

# DP World 
Brisbane 

* 200m 

# 200m 

H 4.23 – 4.65m 

55m 

14.0m 
E –T – W Containers 

Fishermans Islands No 6 
27°  22.28’ S 
153° 10.27’ E  

4.17 
* PBPL 

# DP World 
Brisbane 

* 150m 

# 150m 

H 4.00 - 4.23m 

55m 

14.0m 
 E - W Containers 

Fishermans Islands No 5 
27°  22.38’ S 
153° 10.21’ E 

4.28 
* PBPL 

# DP World 
Brisbane 

* 250m 

# 250m 

H 4.00m 

55m 

14.0m 
 E - W Containers 

Fishermans Islands No 4 
27° 22.50’ S 
153° 10.11’ E 

4.43 
* PBPL 

# DP World 
Brisbane 

* 301.5m 

# 301.5m 

H 4.00m 

55m 

14.0m 
E -T - W Containers,  

Fishermans Islands No 3 
27°   22.64’ S 
153°  10.02’ E 

4.59 

 

* PBPL 

# AAT 

* 298.7m 

#  298.7m 

H 4.00m 

45m 

14.0m 
E -T - W 

Containers, 
Ro/Ro, motor 
vehicles and 
general cargo 

Fishermans Islands No 2 
27°  22.74’ S 
153°  09.92’ E 

4.72 
* PBPL 

# AAT 

* 200m 

# 200m 

H 4.00m 

45m 

14.0m 
E -T - W 

Containers, 
Ro/Ro, motor 
vehicles and 
general cargo 

Fishermans Islands No 1 
27°  22.83’ S 
153°  09.85’ E 

4.83 

 

* PBPL 

# AAT 

* 197m 

#197m 

H 4.00m 

45m 

14.0m 
E -W 

Containers, 
Ro/Ro, motor 
vehicles and 
general cargo 
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Wharf / berth name 
latitude &longitude 

Distance 
from 
Entrance 
Beacon 
(Nautical 
Miles) 

Wharf 
owner*  
operator # 

* length of 
berth 
# length of 
wharf  
H height above 
LAT (m) 

Berth 
pocket  
Design 
width  
& depth   
at LAT 
(m) 

Services 
E = 
electricity 
DO = diesel 
oil 
FO = fuel oil 
T =  
telephone 
W = water 

Useage 
(Refer to 
Port of 
Brisbane 
Shipping 
Handbook 
for details of 
cargo 
equipment 
and facilities) 

Fishermans Islands Grain 
27°  22.93’ S 
153° 09.75’E 

5.0 * PBPL 
# Graincorp 

* 285m 

# 285m 

H 4.00m 

45m 

14.0m 
E -T - W 

Grain, 
woodchip, 
cotton seed 
and motor 
vehicles 

Fishermans Islands 
Tanker Terminal 
27°  23.11’ S 
153° 09.63’E 

5.2 PBPL 

* 400m # 
100.2m 

dolphin to 
dolphin 

H 5.3m 

50m 

14.3m 
E -FO - W 

Crude and 
product oil  
discharge 

Brisbane International 
Cruise Terminal 

27°  22.85’ S 
153° 09.46’E 

5.2 PBPL 

*440m 

#208m 

H 4.25m 

60m 

14.0m 
 

Passenger 
Vessels 

 

Port North Common User 
Berth #1 
27°  23.02’ S 
153° 09.28’E 

5.3 
*PBPL 

#ATOM 

* 329m 

# 135.7m  

dolphin to 
dolphin 

H 5.64m 

50m 

14.3m 
W 

Crude oil  
discharge, 
load/discharg
e petroleum 
products 

Fishermans Islands Coal 
27°  23.29’ S 
153°  09.55’ E 

5.4 

* PBPL 
# Queensland Bulk 
Handling 
 

*317m 

#240m 

H 4.00m 

50m 

14.0m 
E -T - W 

Bulk coal, 
bulk  clinker, 
gypsum slag  

Fishermans Islands  
General Purpose 
27°  23.42’ S 
153°  09.48’ E 

5.5 * PBPL 
 

* 215m 

#213m 

H 4.00m 

50m 

11.5m 
E - W Dry bulk and 

break bulk 

Ampol Products Wharf 
27°  24.39’ S 
153°  09.09’ E 

6.6 Ampol Refineries 
Ltd 

* 285m 

#  82.2m 

dolphin to 
dolphin 

H 4.98 

35m 

10.3m 
DO – FO - E - 
W   

Petroleum 
Products 

Cement Australia Wharf 

27°  24.84’ S 
153° 08.57’E 

7.2 Cement Australia 
Ltd 

*  220m 

# 128m 

H 5.0m 

35m 

9.7m 
E -T - W 

Bulk clinker, 
fly ash, 
gypsum 

Wagners Wharf 

27°  24.97’ S 
153° 08.49’E 

7.3 Wagners Holding 
Company Ltd 

*  254.8m 

# 254.8m 

H 5.75m 

32m 

10.3m 
 

Bulk clinker, 
fly ash, 
gypsum 

BP Products Wharf 
27°  25.29’ S 
153° 08.09’E 

7.9 
*BP Oil Australia 

#ATOM 

* 235m 

#  89.5m 

dolphin to 
dolphin 

H 5.18m 

35m 

10.9m 
DO - W 

Petroleum 
Products and 
discharge 
LPG 

Hemmant Barge Landing 81  Barge landing 35m  Small ship 
facility 

Viva Energy Wharf 8.2 Viva Energy * 234m 35m E Petroleum 
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Wharf / berth name 
latitude &longitude 

Distance 
from 
Entrance 
Beacon 
(Nautical 
Miles) 

Wharf 
owner*  
operator # 

* length of 
berth 
# length of 
wharf  
H height above 
LAT (m) 

Berth 
pocket  
Design 
width  
& depth   
at LAT 
(m) 

Services 
E = 
electricity 
DO = diesel 
oil 
FO = fuel oil 
T =  
telephone 
W = water 

Useage 
(Refer to 
Port of 
Brisbane 
Shipping 
Handbook 
for details of 
cargo 
equipment 
and facilities) 

27°   25.42’ S 
153° 07.80’E 

Australia #  75.2m 

H 5.18m 

10.9m Products 

Quantem Liquids Terminal 
27°  25.48’ S 
153° 07.68’E 

8.3 Quantem 

* 208m 

#  55m 

H 5.18m 

35m 

10.5m 
W 

Bulk 
flammable 
liquids 

Incitec North Wharf 
27°  25.55’ S 
153°  07.52’ E 

8.5 Incitec Ltd 

* 210m 

#123.5m dolphin 
to dolphin 

H 4.47m 

35m 

10.0m 
E - W 

Bulk liquid 
and dry bulk 
fertiliser 

Incitec South Wharf 
27°  25.87’ S 
153°  07.41’ E 

8.7 Incitec Ltd 

* 220m 

# 152.2m  

H  4.57m 

35m 

10.4m 
E - T - W 

Bulk liquid 
and dry bulk 
cargoes,  

Pinkenba Wharf 
27°  25.69’ S 
153° 07.26’E 

8.7 
*#PBPL 
# Graincorp 
# Puma Energy 

* 407m 

# 314m dolphin 
to dolphin 

H 5.18m 

10.4m E - T - W 

Dry bulk, 
general, 
petroleum 
products 

Pacific Tug Base 9.6 Pacific Tug Group    
Small ship 
facility 

 

Bhagwan 9.8 Bhagwan Marine 
PTY LTD    Small ship 

facility 

Queensland Bulk 
Terminal 
27°  26.89’ S 
153° 05.71’E 

10.6 Wilmar Gavilon 

* 270m 

# 158m 

H 5.0m 

35m 

10.0m 
E - T - W Bulk  cargoes 

Forgacs Cairncross  
Fitting Out Wharf 
27°  26.80’ S 
153°  04.64’ E 

11.5 LendLease 
* 320m 

H 5.4m 

Consult 
VTS for 
latest 
depth 

E -T - W Ship repair 

Hamilton 4 Wharf 
27°  26.59’ S 
153°  04.54’ E 
(closed) 

11.7 *EDQ 
#QUBE Logistics 

* 240m 
# 240m 
H 5.18m 

35m 
10.3m E -T - W 

General 
Cargo, 
Containers, 
Bulk Cargo 

Brisbane Cruise Terminal 
(Portside) 
Hamilton 1 Wharf 
27°  26.47’ S 
153°  04.10’ E 

12.1 Brisbane Cruise 
Terminal 

*  387m 
# 237m 
H 5.18m 

35m 
 8.8m E -T - W  Passenger 

vessels 
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 Swing basin and swing areas Brisbane River  

Area Minimum 
depth 

Minimum 
diameter 

Without berth 
pocket 

With berth 
pocket 

Include 
opposite 
berth  

Maximum LOA 
Hamilton Reach Swing Basin 9·1 397·7 227 -  
Fitting Out Berth 9·1 252·6 158 180 202 

Queensland Bulk Terminal 9·1 211·0 – 132  

Pinkenba Swing Basin 9·1 331·1 207 229 - 

Incitec South 9·1 331·1 207 229 - 

Incitec North 9·1 234·6 – 147  

Quantem Liquids Terminal 9·1 178·8 – 112  

Viva 9·1 175·8 – 110  

BP Products 9·1 196·9 – 123  

Cement Australia Swing Basin† 9·1 255·1 166 186  

Wagner†  9.1 230.0 - 166  

Ampol Products 9·1 183·7  115  

Fisherman Islands Swing Basin 14·0 492·8 308†† - - 

Fisherman Islands Grain Terminal 14·0 395·9 – 247  

Fisherman Islands No 1 14·0 410·1  256  

Fisherman Islands No 2 14·0 429·4  268  

Fisherman Islands No 3 14·0 450·0 – 281  

Fisherman Islands No 4 14·0 479·0 – 300  

Fisherman Islands No 5 14·0 479·0 – 300  

Fisherman Islands No 6 14·0 479·0 – 300  

Fisherman Islands No 7 14·0 479·0 – 300  

Fisherman Islands No 8 14·0 479·0 – 300  

Fisherman Islands No 9 14·0 479·0  300  

Koopa Swing Basin 14.0 531m 350 - - 

Fisherman Islands No 10 14·0 479·0  300  

Fisherman Islands No 11 14.0 479.0  300  

Fisherman Islands No 12 14.0 479.0  300  

 

* Passenger vessels accepted to 270m LOA on a case by case basis providing no vessel beyond BCT and 
HAM4 berths. 

† This LOA will be determined on a case by case basis by the Regional Harbour Master. 

†† Due to high risk with NGF tanker alongside this LOA will be determined by the Regional Harbour Master 
on a case by case basis. 

# This LOA will require further investigation. 
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 Air draft/bridge heights 
Bridge/power lines Height above highest astronomical tide (HAT) 

Sir Leo Hielscher Bridges 
Known as Gateway Bridge (see note) 

57.4 metres (centre) 
54 metres (edge of navigation envelope) 

Bulimba power lines 41.4 metres 

Story Bridge 30 metres 

Captain Cook Bridge 12·7 metres 

Goodwill Bridge 13·25 metres 

Victoria Bridge 11·4 metres 

Kurilpa Bridge 11·4 metres 

William Jolly Bridge 12 metres 

Merivale Railway Bridge 11·5 metres 

GoBetween Bridge (Hale Street) 11·4 metres 

Table 17 – Air draft/bridge heights 

 Sir Leo Hielscher Bridges 
Vessels with an air draft >48 metres are required to obtain permission from the Regional 
Harbour Master. Vessels with air drafts between 53.5 metre and 56.4 metre will be subject to 
tidal and transit restrictions. 

 Bulimba power lines 
The height under the Energex wires at Bulimba is 47.9 metres less the electricity authority 
safety allowance of 4.6 metres. Masters of ships with air draft >38 metres must obtain written 
permission from the Manager (Vessel Traffic Management) before proceeding. 

 Story Bridge 
Vessels with an air draft >28 metres are required to obtain permission from the Regional 
Harbour Master. 
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 Sir Leo Hielscher Bridges – Navigational Lights & Clearances 
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 Weather Stations 
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 Static Under Keel Clearances Requirements 
 Moreton Bay and Brisbane River 
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 NW 
Fwy NW 2–3 NW 3–12 

 NW1
2 M2 

 
E1 E5   EBCN Above Pelican 

Banks 

Depth @ 
LAT 15.0¹ 15.0 15.0 9.2 15.0² 15.0² 12.0 15.0 15.0³ 6.0 10.0 14.0 9.10 

UKC 1.8 2.30 2.1 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.8 1.46 0.60 

¹ NW Channel depth 15 metres –                        width 280 metres 
² Spitfire Channel depth 15 metres –                   width 600 metres 
³ Western half of the East Channel depth 15 metres –   width 300 metres 

Table 18 – UKC Moreton Bay and Brisbane River 

 Tides – UKC required for Brisbane River 

Draft UKC Tide height 
required Draft UKC 

Tide 
height 
required 

Draft UKC 
Tide 
height 
required 

8.50 0.60 0.00 9.74 0.61 1.25 10.20 0.81 1.91 

8.60 0.60 0.10 9.78 0.62 1.30 10.24 0.82 1.96 

8.70 0.60 0.20 9.82 0.64 1.36 10.28 0.82 2.00 

8.80 0.60 0.30 9.86 0.66 1.42 10.32 0.83 2.05 

8.90 0.60 0.40 9.89 0.68 1.47 10.36 0.84 2.10 

9.00 0.60 0.50 9.91 0.69 1.50 10.41 0.85 2.16 

9.10 0.60 0.60 9.94 0.72 1.56 10.45 0.86 2.21 

9.20 0.60 0.70 9.97 0.72 1.59 10.49 0.87 2.26 

9.30 0.60 0.80 10.01 0.74 1.65 10.53 0.87 2.30 

9.40 0.60 0.90 10.05 0.75 1.70 10.57 0.88 2.35 

9.50 0.60 1.00 10.09 0.77 1.76 10.61 0.89 2.40 

9.60 0.60 1.10 10.12 0.78 1.80 10.65 0.91 2.46 

9.70 0.60 1.20 10.16 0.79 1.85 10.69 0.91 2.50 

 
 UKC required – all berths – 0·30 metre  Note – Valid NCOS windows override SUKC requirements 
 

Table 19 – Tides UKC for Brisbane River 
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 Wind Limits  
 How to use the Table 

1. This table is to be read in conjunction with Section 5 and Section 8 of the Port Procedures Manual. 
Where there is a discrepancy or conflict between the table below and respective PPM section, the 
PPM section takes precedence, with any issue highlighted to the RHM at the earliest opportunity. 

2. When reading the table, the follow colours and outcomes are listed below. 

  Standard operating parameters 

  Heightened Risk with additional assessment required 

  Movement not normally conducted – refer to VTS/DHM 

3. To ensure a balanced and supportive approach to assessment for areas of heightened risk, the 
following responsibilities are outlined. 

a) For scheduling purposes, VTS is responsible for assessment, using the BOM forecast, in 
conjunction with the agent and supported by the RHM. 

b) For pilotage planning and execution process, based on the BoM Forecast and real-time 
weather, the Pilot and Master are responsible for assessment and supported by VTS/RHM 

4. When conducting the additional assessment for heightened risk, the following should be considered.  

a) Environmental Conditions: wind gusts vs steady value / current strength and direction 

b) Vessel Characteristics: Propulsion, steering and thruster system characteristics / Mooring 
and anchoring systems / Defects, crew competency 

c) Port Resources: Towage resources 

d) Manoeuvre Characteristics: Windage / loaded condition / berthing direction / draft / UKC / 
size of vessel relative to available manoeuvring space 

e) Commercial / operational considerations 
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 Below Pelican Banks, including Fisherman Island Precinct 
Vessel Wind Range Steady Tugs Remarks 

All vessels <105m  ->20 0   

20 -> 1 No BT substitution  

35+     

All vessels 105- 150m ->20 1 Efficient BT can substitute 
for tug  
  

20 -> 2 No BT substitution 

35+     

Container and General 
Purpose Vessels 150-
300m 

->20 2 Efficient BT can substitute 
for tug if:<80K 
displacement, 12m daft, 
280m LOA 
  

25 -> 2 No BT substitution 

35+     

Container 300-350m 
  

20 2 / 3 (swing) Swing at slack water 
Max 1 kt current for 
favourable direction 
berthing / unberthing. 
No BT substitution 
 

Tankers and Bulk carriers 
200m + 

->20 2 / 3  No BT substitution 
Berthing direction - loaded 
condition and current 
dependant (normally swing 
in lighter condition). Suez 
Max / UKC restricted to 
berth at slack water. 

20 -> 2 / 3    

30+     

Tankers and Bulk carriers 
150 -200m  

-> 20 2  Efficient BT can substitute 
for tug 
  

20 -> 2   

30+     

Vehicle carriers  ->20 2 Efficient BT can substitute 
for tug 
>230m Min 1500HP BT 

20 -> 2 No BT substitution  
30+     
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Cruise Ships 
(with enhanced 
manoeuvring systems) 

->25 +308m swing at KSB or HU arrival 1 tug (unless both 
tanker berths unoccupied and can swing at FISB 2 tugs) 
<308m swinging at FISB minimum 1 tug 
All sizes – no tug for HD departure 

25 -> Assessment of manoeuvring systems (Azipod vs twin 
screw and so on),  
Consider benefit of additional tug vs environmental 
conditions 

35+   
Table 24 – Wind Limits Below Pelican Banks, including Fisherman Island Precinct 

 
1. Inner Bar, FISB and KSB - BC13 and 2F. 

2. Entrance Channel - BC13 and BC1. 

3. Planning of towage allocation / BT Replacement - BOM Moreton Bay forecast / wind maps and 
NCOS FI Wind (high res). 
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 Above Pelican Banks 
Vessel Wind Range Steady Tugs Remarks 

All vessels <105m  ->20 0   

20 -> 1 No BT substitution  
30+     

All vessels 105-150m  ->20 1 Efficient BT can substitute 
for tug 
  

20 -> 2 No BT substitution  
30+     

All vessels 150 -200m ->20 2   
20 -> 2 No BT substitution  
30+     

Vehicle carriers / high 
windage (limited to 200m 
LOA) 

->15 2* No BT substitution  
20 -> 2*   
25+     

Bulk carriers / tankers 200-
230m  
(LR1 to Pinkenba and 
Panamax to QBT) 

->15 2/3* No BT substitution  
QBT – HDI and swing at 
Hamilton 

- Depart daylight 
and slack water at 
Pelican Banks. 

PNK – HUI at slack water 
- Depart slack 

water 

3 tugs if draft exceeds 
10.0m 

20 -> 2 / 3* (* 2 Tugs must escort from 
/ to Luggage Point) 
Gusts not to exceed 25 
knots 

25+     
Tabl 25 – Wind Limits Above Pelican Banks 

 
1. Downstream of Gateway – Pinkenba and 2F. 

2. Upstream of Gateway – Colmslie, Pinkenba and 2F. 

3. Planning of towage allocation / BT Replacement - BOM Moreton Bay forecast / wind maps and 
NCOS FI Wind (high res). 

 
1. AMPOL Products – Refer to PPM 5.9.1 for berthing direction, current and draft manoeuvring 

restrictions. 

2. WAGNER – Refer to PPM 5.9.2 for berthing direction, current and draft manoeuvring restrictions. 
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 Vessel Traffic Management Forms 
 VTIS A1 – Booking Form  

Link to fillable PDF 

 

https://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/Forms/QF5360
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 VTIS A2 Vessel details form VTIS A2 – Booking form (Removals)   
Link to fillable PDF   

https://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/Forms/QF5361
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 VTIS A3 Vessel Details Form  
Link to fillable PDF – Please return to VTSBrisbane@msq.qld.gov.au 

 

https://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/Forms/QF5362
mailto:VTSBrisbane@msq.qld.gov.au
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 VTIS A4 Form – Tug and Tow Advice 
Link to fillable PDF  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/Forms/QF5363
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 UKC® Vessel particulars request  
Link to fillable PDF 

 

  

https://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/forms/QF5370
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 Gas Free Status Declaration 
Link to fillable PDF 

 

Master / Agent 

To be lodged to the VTS Centre at least 48 hours prior to ship's ETA pilotage area. 

  

https://www.support.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/formsdat.nsf/Forms/QF5202
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 ‘Permission to Immobilise Main Engines’ – Sample 
Applications for approval by the Regional Harbour Master must be submitted via the QSHIPS programme. 

  

https://qships.tmr.qld.gov.au/webx/
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 ‘Permission to Conduct Lifeboat Drills’ – Sample 
Applications for approval by the Regional Harbour Master must be submitted via the QSHIPS programme. 

 

 

https://qships.tmr.qld.gov.au/webx/
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 ‘Permission to hold Main Engine Trials’ - Sample 
Applications for approval by the Regional Harbour Master must be submitted via the QSHIPS programme. 

  

https://qships.tmr.qld.gov.au/webx/
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 ‘Permission to tank/crude oil wash’ – Sample 
Applications for approval by the Regional Harbour Master must be submitted via the QSHIPS programme. 

 

https://qships.tmr.qld.gov.au/webx/
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 ‘Gateway Bridge Clearance form’ – Sample 
Applications for approval by the Regional Harbour Master must be submitted via the QSHIPS programme. 

 

https://qships.tmr.qld.gov.au/webx/
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 Navigation Data 
 Moreton Bay Distance Tables 
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 Moreton Bay steaming times 

Table 20 –Moreton Bay steaming times 

 

Leg Distance Speed in knots 

  8 10 12 14 16 18 20 

PBG–FWBY 6 45 36 30 26 22 20 18 

FWBY–NW2 2.2 17 13 11 9 8 7 6 

NW2–NW4 1.71 13 10 9 7 6 6 5 

NW4–NW6 2.4 18 14 12 10 9 8 7 

NW6–NW8 2.45 18 15 12 10 9 8 7 

NW8–NW3 2.35 18 14 12 10 9 8 7 

NW3–NW10 2.50 19 15 13 11 9 8 8 

NW10–NW12 2.45 18 15 12 11 9 8 7 

NW Bypass 12.2 92 73 61 52 46 41 37 

NW12–M1 2.35 18 14 12 10 9 8 7 

M1–M4 2.30 17 14 12 10 9 8 7 

Spitfire Bypass 4.37 33 26 22 19 16 15 13 

M4–M5 2.52 19 15 13 11 9 8 8 

M5–M7 1.20 9 7 6 5 5 4 4 

M7–E1 (TLMA) 2.35 18 14 12 10 9 8 7 

E1–E3 2.24 17 13 11 10 8 7 7 

E3–E5 1.10 8 7 6 5 4 4 3 

EAST E5–EB 8.82 66 53 44 38 33 29 26 

M7–M9 1.55 11 9 8 7 6 5 5 

M9–M8 3.60 27 22 18 15 14 12 11 

M8–Rr/Ld 3.50 26 21 18 15 13 12 11 

Rr/Ld–EB 4.40 33 26 22 19 17 15 13 

M4–EK2 2.93 8 7 5 5 4 4 3 

EK2–M9 1.10 8 7 5 5 4 4 3 

PBG to EB via FWY (sth), 
NW, Spitfire, Main and East 
(Draft +10m) 

47.44 5h55m 4h44m 3h57m 3h23m 2h57m 2h38m 2h22m 

PBG to EB via FWY(nth),  
NW, Spitfire, Main and East 
(Draft 8-10m) 

46.06 5h45m 4h36m 3h50m 3h17m 2h52m 2h33m 2h18m 

PBG to EB via FWY(nth),  
NWD, Spitfire and Main 
(Draft 5-8m) 

43.53 5h26m 4h21m 3h37m 3h06m 2h43m 2h25m 2h10m 

PBG to EB via FWY(nth),  
NWD, Spitfire Bypass and 
East Knoll Bypass (Draft 
<5m) 

42.01 5h15m 4h12m 3h30m 3h00m 2h37m 2h20m 2h06m 
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 Pilotage – Brisbane River removal distances 
The table below shows removal distances in nautical miles from Outer Bar Reach Entrance 
Beacons to berth/anchorage. Distances to BR^ anchorage to be taken from the Outer Bar 
Beacons to the actual anchorage position at the time 

To calculate distances between berths, deduct smaller from larger figure. 

Position QSHIPS 
Code 

Distance  Position QSHIPS 
Code 

Distance 

Ship to Ship Transfer #2 STS2 5.30  Wagner WAG 7.36 

Ship to Ship Transfer #1 STS1 4.80  BP Bunker Berth BPBB 7.73 

Entrance Beacons EB 0  BP Products BPPR 7.90 

Fisherman Island Pump Out FIPO 2.84  Hemmant Barge Landing HBL 8.10 

Fishermans Island 12 FI12 3.25  Boral BORL 8.20 

Fishermans Island 11 FI11 3.43  Viva Energy VIVA 8.20 

Koopa Swing Basin KSB 3.56  Quantem Liquid Terminal QLT 8.30 

Fishermans Island 10 FI10 3.63  Aquarium Boat Passage ABP 8.36 

Fishermans Island 9 FI9 3.82  Brisbane Ship Lifts (The Yard) BSL 8.38 

Fishermans Island 8 FI8 3.96  Incitec North INCN 8.50 

Fishermans Island 7 FI7 4.08  Incitec South INCS 8.70 

Fishermans Island 6 FI6 4.17  Pinkenba 1 PNK1 8.80 

Fishermans Island 5 FI5 4.28  Pinkenba 2 PNK2 8.80 

Fishermans Island 4 FI4 4.43  Pinkenba Swing Basin PSB 8.80 

Fishermans Island 3 FI3 4.59  Maritime Safety Queensland MSQ 9.01 

Fishermans Island 2 FI2 4.72  Queensport QNPT 9.85 

Fishermans Island 1 FI1 4.83  Pacific Tug Base PTB 9.71 

Fishermans Island Grain Terminal FIGR 5.00  Bhagwan Marine Base BMB 9.83 

Brisbane Int Cruise Terminal BICT 5.05  Holt Street HOLT ST 9.85 

Fishermans Island Tanker FITA 5.20  Rivergate Marina RYM 10.08 

Port North Common User Berth 1 PNCUB1 5.30  Queensland Bulk Terminal QBT 10.63 

Fisherman Island Swing Basin FISB 5.30  Raptis RAP 10.99 

Fishermans Island Coal FIC 5.40  Austral (Brisbane Service Centre) BSE 11.43 

Fishermans Island GP Berth FIGP 5.50  Hamilton Swing Basin HSB 11.8 

Brisbane Crew Change Berth BCCB 5.67  HMAS Moreton BNWF 11.96 

Whyte Island Tug Base WITB 6.40  Riverside (Newstead) RTB 14.4 

Ampol Products AMPR 6.60  Dockside Marine DSM 16.6 

Cement Australia CAB 7.20  Town Reach CITY 18.14 

Cement Australia Swing Basin CSB 7.20  SouthBank CITY 19.06 

Table 21 – Brisbane River removal distances 

 

  



 

Hard copies of this document are considered uncontrolled. Please refer to the Maritime Safety Queensland website for the 
latest version. Port Procedures and Information for Shipping – Brisbane – August 2023. 129 

 Passage Planning 
Passage through Moreton Bay, from the Pilot Boarding Ground to the Entrance Beacons 
(Beacons BC1 and BC2), can take a number of different routes. 

The available depth of water various across numerous channels, with a summary provided 
below.  

Channel Design Depth North Entry South Entry Remarks 

Fairway 15.0m Fairway Beacon 

26°48.8501'S  
153°10.7759'E 

NW Front Lead 

26°51.5515'S 
153°09.1943'E 

Port Approaches 

North West 
Channel 

15.0m NW Front Lead 

26°51.5515'S 
153°09.1943'E 

Beacon NW12 

27°02.4445'S  
153°15.3421'E 

Primary Deepwater Route 

North West 
Bypass 
Channel 

9.2m NW Front Lead 

26°51.5515'S 
153°09.1943'E 

Beacon NW12 

27°02.4445'S  
153°15.3421'E 

Secondary Route 

Bypass channel for shallow draft 
vessels. Infrequently surveyed 

Spitfire 
Channel 

15.0m Beacon NW12 

27°02.4445'S  
153°15.3421'E 

Beacon M1 

27°03.3352'S  
153°18.0588'E 

Primary Deepwater Route 

Main Channel 
(Primary) 

15.0m Beacon M1 

27°03.3352'S  
153°18.0588'E 

Beacon M7 

27°08.3052'S  
153°21.0775'E 

Primary Deepwater Route 

Spitfire Bypass 
Channel 

12.0m Beacon S1 

27°02.9606'S  
153°15.8825'E 

Beacon M3 

27°05.5706'S  
153°18.7952'E 

Secondary Route 

Bypass channel for shallow draft 
vessels. Infrequently surveyed 

Main Channel 
(Secondary) 

10.0m Beacon M9 

27°10.0092'S  
153°19.8135'E 

Beacon M8 

27°12.0342'S  
153°16.6618'E 

Secondary Route 

Bypass channel for shallow draft 
vessels. Infrequently surveyed 

East Knoll 
Bypass 
Channel 

6.0m Beacon M4-M6 (AIS) 

27°06.0608'S  
153°19.3414'E 

Beacon M9 

27°10.0092'S  
153°19.8135'E 

Secondary Route 

Bypass channel for shallow draft 
vessels. Infrequently surveyed 

North East 
Channel 

3.0m Buoy NE2 

26°57.0500'S  
153°20.2250'E 

Beacon M7 

27°08.3052'S  
153°21.0775'E 

Entry with local knowledge only 

East Channel 15.0m Beacon M7 

27°08.3052'S  
153°21.0775'E 

Beacon E5 

27°13.8940'S  
153°20.1438'E 

Primary Deepwater Route 
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Brisbane 
Roads 

14.7m Beacon E5 

27°13.8940'S  
153°20.1438'E 

Beacon BC1 

27°18.6195'S  
153°12.5493'E 

Primary Deepwater Route 

Table 22 – Passage Planning 

 

The actual depth of channels can differ due to changes in the environmental conditions. 
Channels are regularly surveyed, though at different frequencies, depending on use. VTS can 
be contacted for the most up to date information or the Port of Brisbane for specific survey data. 

It is the responsibility of the Master to ensure that the vessel is safe navigationally, including the 
use of the appropriate channels for their vessels draft.  

 


