3. Movement notification and traffic procedures

3.1 General

Maritime Safety Queensland, through the authority of the Regional Harbour Master, has
jurisdiction over the safe movement of all shipping within the pilotage area.

The scheduling of ship movements is initiated by the agent or representative submitting
movement details for a vessel to Weipa VTS via the QSHIPS ship planning program in
accordance with this section.

All vessels, whether commercial or recreational, are to maintain a listening watch on VHF16
and if equipped on VHF 10, whilst within the Amrun Pilotage Area.

All vessels within the Amrun Pilotage Area are to listen out on VHF16 for announcements
made by the Weipa Vessel Traffic Service, call sign “Weipa VTS” regarding movements
within the port. These announcements will be advised on VHF16, and full details are given
on VHF10.

3.2 Vessel Traffic Service (VTS)

Vessel Traffic Service is the principal tool by which the Regional Harbour Master manages
the safe and efficient movement of vessel traffic approaching, departing, and operating
within the Amrun pilotage area.

This service is provided by Maritime Safety Queensland on a 24 hour, seven days a week
rotating roster and operates within for the declared Weipa VTS area, Weipa Compulsory
Pilotage area and the Port of Weipa Limits. The VTS will operate under with the callsign”
Weipa VTS” and provides this service in accordance with IMO Resolution 1158(32).

VTS is delivered from the VTS centre in Cairns and is manned by trained and qualified
vessel traffic service operators, under the management of the Manager (Vessel Traffic
Services) and the Regional Harbour Master (Cairns).

The purpose of VTS is to contribute to safety of life at sea, safety and efficiency of
navigation and the protection of the environment within the VTS area by mitigating the
development of unsafe situations through:

e The provision of timely and relevant information on factors that may influence the
ship's movements and assist on-board decision making.

e The monitoring and management of ship traffic to ensure the safety and efficiency of
ship movements.

¢ Responding to developing unsafe situations

In discharging this role, VTS will, within the declared VTS area provide a vessel traffic
service that includes:
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Timely Information

Cairns VTS will, transmit essential and timely information to assist in the on-board decision-
making process, which may include, position, identity and intentions of other traffic, hazards
and other factors which may affect a vessels transit.

Monitoring and management of ship traffic

Cairns VTS will plan vessel movements to prevent congestion and provide for safe and
efficient movement of traffic. The VTS will identify and manage potentially dangerous traffic
situations and provide essential and timely information to assist the on-board decision-
making process and may advise, instruct, or exercise the authority to direct movements.

Responding to developing unsafe situations

Cairns VTS may provide navigational support to an individual vessel, at the request of the
vessel or when deemed necessary by the VTS, to assist the decision-king process on board
the vessel concerned. This service consists of navigational matters relating to a specific
vessel and may include information, warning, advice, and instruction subject to the authority
of the VTS. There may be occasions where Cairns VTS will be unable to provide
navigational assistance and the requesting vessel will be advised of this information.

3.21 Weipa VTS area
The Weipa VTS Area is described as the area of:

Waters bounded by an imaginary line Starting at the southern tip of Jantz Point

¢ then following the shoreline on an easterly direction at the high-water mark into Pine
River Bay at latitude 12°29.000’ south longitude 141° 39.627’ east,

e then east across the river to 12°29.00’ south, longitude 141°43.709’ east

¢ then following the shoreline on a south easterly direction at the high-water mark to
latitude 12°34.557’ south, longitude 141°57.000’ east,

e then south across the river to latitude 12°35.583’ south, longitude 141°57.000’east

¢ then following the shoreline at the high-water mark into Embley River at latitude
12°43.483’ south, longitude 141°57.000’ east,

e then south across the river to latitude 12°44.604’ south, longitude 141°57.000’ east

¢ then following the shoreline at the high-water mark into Hey River to position latitude
12°53.400’ south, longitude 141°56.787’ east,

e across the river to latitude12°53.400’ south longitude 141°56.567’east,
e then west to latitude 12°53.400’ south, longitude 141°55.764’ east
e across the river to latitude 12°53.400’ south, longitude 141°55.363’ east

¢ then following the shoreline north at the high-water mark to the mouth of the Hey
River

¢ then following the shoreline at the high-water mark south westerly to latitude 12°
57.121’ south longitude 141° 36.026’ east
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e then northwest to position latitude 12°16.291’ south, longitude 141°33.668’ east
e then on a northerly direction to Jantz point

VTS coverage is afforded to the following areas:
e Amrun Compulsory Pilotage Area,

e External anchorages AN1, AN2, AN3, AN4 and Weipa anchorages A, B, C, D, E and
F

e Amrun pilot boarding grounds
e Approaches to and departures from the Amrun loading facility

Weipa VTS will interact with inbound shipping two hours prior to arrival at the external
anchorages.

The area covered by the VTS is shown in Appendix 15.6 - Weipa Vessel Traffic Service
Area

3.3 VTS Role

The role of the Weipa Vessel Traffic Service (‘call sign: Weipa VTS’) is to facilitate the safe
and efficient movement of shipping within the VTS area, to ensure that a continual program
of shipping movements can be affected to the advantage of all commercial shipping in an
impartial manner.

Weipa VTS is situated at the Regional Harbour Master's office. For ship traffic scheduling,
pollution and marine incidents and reporting defective navigation aids, direct initial enquiries
to Weipa VTS.

The service is provided by Maritime Safety Queensland and provides a 24 hour, seven days
a week marine operations service to the port community.

In the event of an emergency, the VTS centre is the key notification and communications
facility that will activate the appropriate response agencies. Ship traffic movements may be
accessed on the QSHIPS website.

34 VTS communications

Ships are not to move within the pilotage area unless satisfactory two-way communications
are maintained with the VTS centre.

Ships are required to establish two-way radio communications with the VTS centre on
marine VHF channel 16 or VHF channel 10. The designated port VHF channel is to be used
for the communication of all routine operational and safety information.

Table 3 VTS communications

Communications: Call sign \ Service

VHF Channel 16 User Emergency and initial calling
VHF Channel 10 Weipa VTS Port operations/VTS

VHF Channel 11 User Tug operations/working
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The VTS centre has telephone, fax, and email services for administrative and emergency
purposes. Any marine incident, for example a collision, grounding, or fire, occurring within
the port should be reported immediately to Weipa VTS on VHF channel 10.

3.5 Language

The English language is to be used in all communication. IMO's Standard Marine
Communication Phrases (SMCP) 2001 will be used.

3.6 Voice recordings

All voice communications with the VTS centre and all radio communications on the
channels monitored, are recorded against a date and time stamp.

3.7 Reporting defects

The Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Regulations 2016 requires the master of a ship
that is:

e underway and entering, or about to enter a pilotage area; or
e navigating a ship from a berth or anchorage,

must report to VTS by VHF radio details of damage to, defects and deficiencies in, the ship
that could affect the safety of the ship, a person or the environment.

VTS will notify the Regional Harbour Master and AMSA of the damage to, defects and
deficiencies.

In addition, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) requires notification of any
deficiencies or suspected deficiencies on ships visiting Australian ports. Deficiencies are to
be reported to AMSA using AMSA Form 18and Form 19. Reports of suspected non-
compliance with Navigation Act or safety/pollution Conventions -

Report of marine safety concern (form 355) | Australian Maritime Safety Authority
(amsa.gov.au)Deficiencies are also to be reported to the Regional Harbour Master, VTS
Centre.

Vessels without serviceable bridge equipment will not be allowed to enter the port until
assessed and authorisation given by the Regional Harbour Master — Cairns.

3.7.1 Reporting Requirements — Arrival reporting
requirements

All ships greater than 24m LOA shall obtain approval from Weipa VTS before entering,
leaving, or manoeuvring within the Amrun pilotage area.

All ships greater than 10m LOA and less than 24m LOA must advise Weipa VTS before
entering, leaving, or manoeuvring within the Amrun pilotage area.
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The master of a ship entering, or about to enter the pilotage area must report to Weipa VTS
by VHF radio according to the following table.

The master of a ship entering, or about to enter the pilotage area must report to Amrun VTS
by VHF radio according to the following table.

Table 4 Inbound reporting requirements

Report Information to report

Ship master to VTS

Two hours prior to entry into the | Ships name, position, fore & aft draft,
pi|otage area or for p||0t exempt ChangeS to Sh|p details, defeCtS, ETA to

vessels two hours prior to pilot boarding ground
fairway beacon Master advises VTS passing limits
Entry to VTS/Port limits
Instructions will include boarding side,
VTS/pilot to ship master course, speed, ETA, and anticipated
2 Pilot transfer instructions conditions.
Anchoring instructions |nStI“UCti0nS W|” inC|Ude anChOI‘age
allocation and latitude/longitude if required
3 Ship master to VTS Ships name, at pilot boarding ground, time
Arrival at pilot boarding ground | of arrival
4a Ship master to VTS Ships name, anchor position, time of
On anchoring anchoring.

Ship master to VTS
4b Ships name, anchor aweigh time
Departing anchorage

VTS/pilot to ship master Instructions will include boarding side,
S Confirmation of pilot transfer course, speed, ETA, and anticipated
and instructions for the ship conditions.
Pilot to VTS Ships name, pilot onboard, pilot onboard
6 Pilot transfer (when the pilot time, pilot name, ETA at port limits, Ships
transfer has been completed) fore and aft draft, changes to ship details
Pilot to VTS . _ _
7 Time ship commences inbound

Entering Entrance Channel

Ship master to VTS Ships name, secured at (berth name), first
Secured alongside line time, side to, all fast time
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Exempt masters must call Cairns VTS before proceeding past the pilot boarding ground to
obtain clearance before entering the channel and then report their movements as per the
above table.

3.7.2 Departure and removal reporting requirements

The master of a ship that is departing, moving or about to depart or move within the pilotage
area must report to Cairns VTS by radio according to the following table requirements.

Table 5 Departure and removal reporting requirements

Report Information to report

Ship master/pilot to VTS Ships name, pilot on board time, pilot
1 Pilot on board and ship ready to | name, fore and aft drafts, changes to
depart (not less than 30 minutes | scheduled movements
prior to ETD)
, Ship master/pilot to VTS Sg;i);;:iag;e, anchor aweigh/last line time,
Departing berth
Ship master /pilot VTS Time ship commences outbound
3 o
Exiting Entrance Channel
Ship master to VTS Ships name, pilot disembarked, pilot off
4 Pilot transfer (when the pilot time
transfer has been completed)
5 Ship master to VTS Ships name, anchor aweigh time
Departing anchorage
5 Ship master to VTS Ships name, vessel clear of port limits
Exiting port limits

3.8 Movement scheduling

3.8.1 Confirmation of schedules

On receipt of a movement booking Weipa VTS will cross check tug, pilot bookings and
other movements while verifying draft restricted vessels and NGF requirements when
putting the schedule together.

3.8.2 Schedule changes

Maritime Safety Queensland may make changes to the approved schedule of ship
movements up to two hours prior to the commencement of the movement in order to ensure
the safe and most efficient movement of shipping.

Changes requested by the master/agent to scheduled movements may be made via
QSHIPS, phone or email and are to be communicated to the VTS centre and marine
services as soon as practicable advising the revised schedule. Changes to the ship
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management database will be made as they occur. Changes within 12 hours of the
scheduled start time must be made by phone.

3.9 Movement clearance notification

All ships require a clearance from the Regional Harbour Master in order to enter, depart or
move within the pilotage area. It is the responsibility of the master or pilot to contact Weipa
VTS to obtain the necessary clearance and information prior to the movement.

Clearances are valid for uninterrupted passage to a specified location or until the voyage is
interrupted, completed (for example, by anchoring, berthing or due to a breakdown) or
cancelled by the Regional Harbour Master. Ships will require a new clearance for any
subsequent movement.

Refer to arrival / departure and removal reporting requirement table for applicable timings.

3.10 Master/pilot responsibilities

Masters and owners of vessels are responsible for due compliance with the provisions of
the Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Act 1994 (the Act) and Transport Operations
(Marine Safety) Requlation 2016 (the Regulation).

When a vessel is under the direction of a pilot, the pilot is responsible for due compliance
with the provisions of the Act and Regulations, however the responsibility of the pilot does
not relieve the master and the owner of a vessel of their responsibility.

Arising from these responsibilities is the obligation of persons directing the navigation of
vessels to comply with directions of the Regional Harbour Master. The duty Vessel Traffic
Service Operator (VTSO) is delegated to exercise the relevant functions of the Regional
Harbour Master.

3.11 Shipping management contact details

VTS centre
Phone: +61 7 4033 3670
Fax: +61 7 4052 7460

Email: viscairns@msqg.qgld.gov.au

Regional Harbour Master (Cairns)
Phone: +61 7 4052 7400

Fax: +61 7 4052 7451

Email: RHMCairns@msq.qgld.gov.au

Duty pilot — Auriga Pilots
Phone: +61 437 515 294

Email: Amrunpilot@auriga.com.au
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Rio Tinto Alcan terminal
Phone: +61 7 4069 8962
Email: WeipaShipping@RioTi

nto.com

Rio Tinto Marine Operations
Phone: +61 7 4069 8336

Email: weipamarineoperations@riotinto.com

3.12 Prior notification of movements

Sections 181-181A of the Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Requlation 2016 require

that all ship movements for vessels 35 m in length or more are reported according to the

following table:

Table 6 Prior notification of movements

Action

Minimum notice
48 Hours prior to entry

Prior notification of
movement in pilotage area

24 hours prior to
removal or departure

Approved form

Notification via QSHIPS, if the
vessel is new to the port a vessel
nomination email accompanied by
ships particulars, pilot card and
wheelhouse poster may be
required to determine suitability.
In addition, vessels loading
bauxite will require a DUKC
stability data request (16.1) if the
estimated departure draft will be
greater than 10m.
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